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1 - Executive Summary

The Northville Parks and Recreation Commission is dedicated to providing quality recreation experiences that encourage
healthy lifestyles, enhance social and community development and cultivate lifelong enrichment opportunities for all ages on
a year-round basis, while striving to be good stewards of our natural resources.

Parks and recreation play a crucial role in the overall well-being and quality of life for residents and visitors. Parks serve as
gathering places, where families and friends can come together to enjoy recreational activities, connect with nature, and create
lasting memories. These spaces contribute to the social, economic, and environmental vitality of our Township and City.

This plan will outline the vision of transforming the Township and City parks and recreation facilities into vibrant, accessible,
and sustainable spaces. In this plan our goal is to create an environment that fosters community engagement, promotes active
lifestyles, and protects the natural resources that enrich or community.

The Community Parks and Recreation Master Plan represents a collective commitment to create exceptional spaces that inspire
and engage our community. Northville prioritizes community input, preserving and enhancing our parkland, fostering accessibility
and inclusivity, expanding programing opportunities, and sustainability. The plan will help set a path forward for our Parks and
Recreation department. The Shared Service Department is established under an agreement between the Township of Northville
and City of Northville and is divided into four divisions; Administration, Recreation, Senior Services, and Parks and Facilities.

Administration

The Northville Parks and Recreation Commission consists of six members made up of three elected officials from Northville
Township, two officials from the City of Northville, and one member of the Northville Public Schools Board of Education. The
Northville Parks and Recreation Department manages and administers all parks, recreation and senior service operations,
including strategic direction, policy development and resource identification.

Recreation

By providing a variety of programs for all ages, year-round, the Recreation Department strives to meet the leisure needs of the
community. The Department supports the goal of creating community by promoting healthy lifestyles, personal development,
family and cultural unity supports our goal of creating community. The tournaments, events and activities offered help support
economic development and promote social connections.

Senior Services

The Senior Services Division coordinates a variety of programs, activities and services for older adult citizens. These activities
are designed to improve participants’ quality of life through social connections, enrichment programs, and by promoting active,
healthy lifestyles and lifelong learning. The Senior Services also provides curb-to-curb transportation service for area medical
appointments and local trips.

Community Parks and Recreation Master Plan, 2024-2028 | 3



1 - Executive Summary

Parks and Facilities

Our Parks System offers a variety of neighborhood and community parks, pathways, and recreation facilities. Outdoor amenities
include soccer fields, baseball/softball fields, lacrosse fields, playgrounds, tennis courts, picnic pavilions, dog parks and multi-
modal trails/pathways. There are two unique parks that offer historic houses and structures; Mill Race Village and Thayer’s
Corner, and two indoor facilities; Northville Community Center and the Recreation Center at Hillside. Basketball, volleyball,
pickleball and badminton courts can be found at the Community Center, as well as mini-gyms which are set-up for fitness
and dance classes, preschool and youth activities and various athletic activities. Additionally, there are several meeting/activity
rooms and a banquet room for programming and rentals.

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) requires an approved recreation plan in order to be considered for grant
funding. The plan continues to be evaluated every 5-years to stay relevant to the goals and objectives of the community. This
allows the commmunity to adjust to the needs and assesses the current conditions and assets within the department.

The Community Parks and Recreation Master Plan inventories the amenities at the Northville parks and recreation facilities
as well as other parks and recreation facilities in the surrounding area. With this information, the needs for parks, supporting
facilities, trailway/greenway systems, and recreation programs are analyzed for the next five years. The recommmendations in this
plan are provided through analysis of demographic projections, land-use trends, natural features inventory, citizen input, past
and future recreational trends, state and federal grant funding requirements and potential land acquisition opportunities.
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2 - Community Description

Dlan Jurisdiction

Overview

This Commmunity Recreation Plan covers the jurisdiction controlled by the City of Northville and Northville Charter Township.
The Northville community is a suburb of Metro Detroit and is located about 15 miles west of the city of Detroit and 17 miles
northeast of Ann Arbor. The City of Northville encompasses approximately 2.06 square miles straddling the border of Wayne
and Oakland Counties. Northville Charter Township encompasses approximately 16.57 square miles in the northwestern portion
of Wayne County. The predominant land use in the community is residential, typically single-family homes, with an historic
downtown business district in the City of Northville.

Figure: Township Location Map
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2 - Community Description

Regional Setting

The Northville community is located in southeast
Michigan, approximately 15 miles west of Detroit
and 18 miles northeast of Ann Arbor. It is 18.8 total
square miles in size and includes the municipalities of
Northville Township (16.6 square miles) and the City
of Northville (2.2 square miles). Located just north
of M-14 and west of 1-275, Northville shares borders
with the following communities: Livonia to the east,
Novi to the north, Plymouth Township to the south,
and Salem Township to the west. It is accessible via
Five, Six, Seven, and Eight Mile Roads, all of which

intersect highway 1-275. ___N
Image: Downtown Northville
The City of Northville was established as a community in 1827 and as a city in 1955. It was originally one of two communities
within Plymouth Township but is now split 1/3 and 2/3 between Oakland County and Wayne County. The City was initially a
lumber and manufacturing powerhouse due to its ability to harness water power from the mills that dotted the rivers and creeks
that flowed south east to the Detroit River. However, the industrial usage took its toll on the land and water, and a section of the
Rouge River was enclosed in pipe in the 1960s.

The City is currently characterized by its attractive green spaces, rivers, streams, and tree canopies. The neighborhoods are
walkable to the historic downtown and have numerous access points to parks and along city roads, sidewalks, and trails.

Northville Township was formed in 1898 when it separated from Plymouth Township to form a separate township. It became a
charter township in 1985 and is now located in the northwest corner of Wayne County. Northville Township’s farming heritage
is still evident today in its preserved wooded areas and open spaces. Its rural character, coupled with easy access to major
transportation routes, make it a highly desirable residential area for those working in both Ann Arbor and the city of Detroit.

Northville also offers a regionally significant opportunity for development of non-motorized transportation facilities. A marked
path currently guides bicyclists from downtown Northville to Maybury State Park and Hines Park, and Northville Township is
implementing a pathways plan to connect residential developments throughout the community to those systems. Plans are
also being implemented in the City of Northville to daylight the portion of the Rouge River that has been enclosed and to
redevelop former institutional lands into a river trail network.

The Northville Parks and Recreation department was established by the Northville Township Board and Northville City Council
via a Joint Services Agreement to share park and recreational resources for the benefit of residents of both communities. The

Agreement defines the structure and funding of the Department, and establishes a Parks and Recreation Commission to oversee
department activities.

N
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2 - Community Description

Population

In 2020, the U.S. Census documented that the population of the City of Northville was 6,119 and Northville Township was 31,758,
therefore the total population served by Northville Parks and Recreation is 37,877 people. Note that in the City of Northville,
3,326 residents are in Oakland County and 2,793 residents are in Wayne County.

As of July 1, 2022, the Northville/Northville Township community has grown to 38,040 people; which represents a gain of 309
residents in the Township and a loss of 146 residents in the City since 2020. Overall, this growth is more favorable than trends
in the state and county. Between 2020 and 2022, Michigan’s population decreased by about 43,000 people, and in Wayne
County, the population decreased by 16,000 people, as deaths out-paced births and many moved out of state. However,
despite this population trend, the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) projects overall population growth in
the following decades and anticipates that the Northville/Northville Township Community will be home to 42,007 people by
2050 which represents a population growth of aproximately 10%. This projected growth estimate was conducted by SEMCOG
in 2022 based on the U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey Population and Household Estimates between the
years 2017 and 2021.

The tables below show the population in the City of Northville, Northville Township, and the combined Northville/Northville
Township area served by the Northville Parks and Recreation Department.

Population Change 2010-2050

Community U.S. Census U.S. Census # Change % Change SEMC?G .2050
2010 2020 2010-2020 2010-2020 Projection
Northville Township 28,497 31,758 +3,261 1.4% 34,235
City of Northville (Wayne) 2,739 2,793 +54 1.9% 4,088
City of Northville (Oakland) 3,231 3,326 +95 2.9% 3,684
Northville City & Township 34,467 37,877 +3,410 9.9% 42,007

Population Change 2020-2022

(el T U.S.. Census UI.ESs't::r:Z::S # Change % Change
April 1, 2020 July1, 2022 2020-2022 2020-2022
Northville Township 31,758 32,067 +309 +1.0%
City of Northville (Wayne) 2,793 2,730 -63 -2.3%
City of Northville (Oakland) 3,326 3,243 -83 -2.5%
Northville City & Township 37,877 38,040 +163 +0.4%
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2 - Community Description

Age Structure

The largest age cohort in the population of the Northville/Northville Township community has increased in age over the last
decade, particularly in the City of Northville. The age of residents of the community is closely distributed between school age,
family foundation, middle age, and senior lifestyle groups, however the median age has shifted from what is considered family
foundation at 42.4 and 45.3 in the Township and City respectively to middle age at 44.9 and 50.4 respectively. The highest
percentage of residents overall today are middle age, between the ages of 45 and 64 years old.

School-age children comprise about 25% of the population, as consistent with surrounding communities and the County. 2020
U.S. Census data shows that 22.8% of Northville area residents are under 18 years old (23.5% in Northville Township and 19.5%
in the City of Northville). This is about the same as the percentage in Wayne County (23.7%) and the State of Michigan overall
(21.7%). Adjacent communities, Plymouth and Livonia share similar percentages of population under 18 years as well (18.1%).

As anticipated, people between the ages of 18 and 64 years old make up 56.2% in the area (56.6% in the Township and 651% in
the City) of the population. Those 65 and over follow at 20.3% in the area (18.6% in the Township and 11.4% in the City).

As the birth rate decreases and the Baby Boom generation ages nationally, SEMCOG estimates that the percentage of the
population under age 24 will continue to decrease and the population over age 65 will continue to increase until 2050 in
Southeast Michigan. As illustrated on the table below, if all are living, up to 30% of the population of the Northville community
will be seniors in the next twenty years.

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, in 2010, the median age in the Northville/Northville Township area was 43.9 and by 2020
itis 47.7%. In the City of Northville, the median age was 45.3 years old and in 2020, it is 50.4, up from the previous decade. In the
Township, it was 42.4 and is 44.9 as of 2022. This is not surprising, given the increasing median age that occurred in Wayne and
Oakland Counties, and Michigan overall, however the increase in the City of Northville is significantly higher. This data strongly
suggests that residents in the city are aging in place, which may shift the demands on the parks and recreation system, creating
a greater need for accessibility and other features for the senior/elderly population.

Median Age by Community

Northville Township 42.4 449
City of Northville 453 50.4
City of Novi 387 392
Wayne County 36.5 378
Oakland County 395 41.0
State of Michigan 38.1 39.8

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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2 - Community Description

Age Demographics

Northville/Northville Northville Township City of Northville

Age Group Township % of Total Population % of Total Population Lifestyle Categories
Under 5 years 4.3% 4.0% 5.6%
5-9 years 6.2% 6.4% 5.4% School Age
10-14 years 77% 7.9% 6.9% 25%
15-19 years 6.4% 6.6% 52%
20-24 years 3.0% 3.0% 2.9%
25-29 years 4.9% 5.0% 4.5%
30-34 years 4.4% 42% 56% Family gg;matio”
35-39 years 57% 57% 5.5% ’
40-44 years 7.9% 8.4% 5.4%
45-49 years 7.6% 8.0% 10.0%
50- 54 years 6.8% 6.9% 6.1% Middle Age
55-59 years 7.9% 7.7% 8.9% 30%
60-64 years 8.0% 77% 9.3%
65-69 years 6.4% 6.3% 6.9%
70-74 years 41% 4.2% 3.8% .
75-79 years 33% 35% 23% S?gl‘;rs
80-84 years 2.8% 2.8% 2.8%
85 years and older 21% 1.9% 2.9%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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2 - Community Description

Race Demographics
The Northville/Northville Township area is less racially diverse than Wayne and Oakland Counties, and Michigan overall by

percentage. The black population makes up a significantly lower percentage of the Northville population than that of Wayne
and Oakland Counties, and the State overall. However some minority populations have increased since 2010. The community
is 85.6% white and about 21.4% Black, Indigenous, People of Color (BIPOC), including those that identify as two or more races/
ethnicities. Since 2010, the Asian and Hispanic populations have grown slightly in Northville Township. In 2010, the Asian and
Hispanic populations were at 11.2% and 2.4% in the Northville area. As of 2020, the Asian and Hispanic commmunity make up
around 13.9% and 3.2%. In Southeast Michigan, the Asian and Hispanic populations are growing at a similar rate.

Chart of Population by Race and Ethnicity, 2022

White 85.6% 83.2% 98.2% 491% 68.8% 74.0%
Black 11% 1.3% 0.0% 37.6% 12.8% 13.4%
Native 0.6% 0.5% 1.2% 0.2% 0.1% 0.4%
Asian 13.9% 16.2% 2.2% 3.4% 7.9% 3.2%
Islander 0.5% 0.0% 3.2% 0% 0% 0%
Other 0.7% 0.3% 0.0% 0.4% 0.5% 0.3%
Two or more 2.5% 3.0% 0.0% 3.1% 5.1% 3.3%
Hispanic 3.2% 3.6% 1.0% 6.2% 4.7% 5.4%

Source: U.S. Census

Sources:
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG)

https://semcog.org/community-profiles
Population and Household Estimates for Southeast Michigan, Dec 2022: https://semcog.org/desktopmoduIes/

SEMCOG.Publications/GetFile.ashx?filename=Population_and_household_estimates_July2022.pdf
https://maps.semcog.org/bikepednetwork/?entry=2

U.S. Census Bureau
https://www.census.gov/
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2 - Community Description
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3 - Administrative Structure

3 - Addministrative Structure

The Charter Township of Northville staff includes the
following officials:

Elected Officials:
Supervisor: Mark Abbo
Clerk: Cynthia Jankowski
Treasurer: Jason Rhines
Trustee: Roger Lundberg
Trustee: Scott Frush
Trustee: Mindy Herrmann
Trustee: Chris Roosen

Administration:
Township Manager: Todd Mutchler

The City of Northville staff includes the following
officials:

Elected Officials
Mayor: Brian Turnbull
Mayor Pro-Tem: Barbara Moroski-Browne
Council Member: Laura Genitti
Council Member: Andrew Krenz
Council Member: John Carter

Administration:
City Manager: George Lahanas

The Parks and Recreation Commission includes the following individuals:

Township Members
Supervisor: Mark Abbo
Trustee: Mindy Herrmann
Trustee: Scott Frush

City Members

Mayor: Brian Turnbull
Mayor Pro-Tem: Barbara Moroski-Browne

School Board Member

Trustee: James Mazurek
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Parks & Recreation Administration
The chart below outlines the administrative structure of Northville Parks & Recreation Department.

Northville Parks and Recreation Organizational Chart

@

DEREK O.
SMITH
DIRECTOR

Recreation

% MORRIS
BRIDGET ASSISTANT NATHAN
RENWICK DIRECTOR REILLY

PARKS & FACILITIES
RECREATION MARGY BURKHART SUPERINTENDENT
SUPERINTENDENT RECREATION ASSISTANT

Fitness/Events Hillside Office Athletics

9

DEBORAH [l BRENDAN

DAVISION SHIEMKE
HEALTH AND | RECREATION
WELLNESS SPECIALIST

VACANT
DEBRA PARKS SUPERVISOR
GIULIANELLI-SMITH
SENIOR SERVICES
SUPERVISOR

CHERYL VACANT

SAYN RECREATION
RECREATION J| RECREATION [l SPECIALIST
ASSISTANT f| ASSISTANT

CONNOR

VACANT ADAMS

PARK FACILITIES
REC SPECIALIST-
SENIORS SPECIALIST |8 SPECIALIST SPECIALIST SPECIALIST

TR L
PART TIME § PART TIME
STAFF STAFF

CAMP SKI CLUB
COUNSELORS [ SUPERVISOR

CHARLIE ! MICHAEL

GABBEART JOSTES JUDON PARK BUILDING
SOFTBALL VOLLEYBALL BASKETBALL ATTENDANT W ATTENDANT

COORDINATOR

BARBARA HEEMER j§ SUE WILSON KATHY LIENING
TRANSPORTATION SENIOR SERVICES SENIOR SERVICES
COORDINATOR ASSISTANT ASSISTANT

Hillside: 775 N. Center Street, Suite B, Northville, Ml 48167 | 248-349-0203
DARKS & RECREATION Northville Community Center (NCC): 303 W Main St, Northville, Ml 48167 | 248-349-4140

Northville Parks and Recreation

Figure: Parks & Recreation Organizational Chart
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3 - Administrative Structure

The City of Northville and Northville Township have shared recreation services since the 1970’s; Senior Services and Youth
Network programs were added in the 1980’s. The Shared Service Agreement covers all operating costs for programs, services,
parks and facilities maintenance, and vehicle/equipment purchases. Park Capital Improvement projects are covered by each
respective municipality, depending on the location of the park. Facility Capital Improvements are covered through the Shared
Service agreement.

The Northville Parks and Recreation Commission accounts for its various activities in one fund separated into the main activity
areas: Recreation, Senior Services, Parks and Facilities, and Administration. External athletic associations are accounted for
within the Parks and Facilities activity area.

The Northville Parks and Recreation Department is funded by numerous sources. Approximatyely 50% of the budget is
generated through recreation program and senior program fees, contributions from external athletic programs such as the
Northville Baseball-Softball Association and the Northville Soccer Association, facility and park rentals and miscellaneous
revenue including grants, donations and sponsorships.

The remaining 50% of the department’s revenue is comprised of contributions from the City of Northville and Northville
Township. The amount of these contributions is determined by a cost sharing formula outlined in the Shared Service Agreement.
When using the 2021 tax rate information, the Township was responsible for 84% of the Shared Service amount and the City was
responsible for 16%.

Northville Public Schools (NPS) has been a valued community partner in Northville parks and Recreation from the beginning of
the Shared Service agreement. NPS provides use of the Northville Community Center (NCC) through a long term lease agreement,
which includes the two adjacent parking lots. Parks and Recreation covers utility costs at the NCC along with maintenance of
the building and parking lots. The Northville District library was recently added to the lease for the parking lots and now shares in
the maintenance agreement. NPS also provides the use and maintenance of the Recreation Center at Hillside (RCH) through a
rental agreement. These two facilities, as well as some other school facility rentals, accommodate the large majority of the indoor
recreation program and services that the department provides.

The operating budget of the Northville Parks and Recreation Department is adopted annually by the Parks and recreation
Commission for the fiscal year which runs January Ist to December 31st.

Community Parks and Recreation Master Plan, 2024-2028 | 17



3 - Administrative Structure

REVENUE

Fiscal Year Ending
December 31, 2022

Fiscal Year Ending
December 31, 2023

Fiscal Year Ending
December 31, 2023

Fiscal Year Ending
December 31, 2024

DESCRIPTION ACTUAL APPROVED BUDGET Estimated Budget
Use of fund balance $ - $ - $ 114,597 $ 550,000
Township Contribution 1,011,228 1,042,539 1,042,539 1,123,130
City Contribution 193,480 195,300 195,300 210,669
Contributions 1,204,708 1,237,839 1,352,436 1,883,799
Northville Baseball/Softball Association 53,130 55,000 56,034 56,650
Nothville Soccer Association 136,570 132,000 135,470 135,960
External Athletic Associations 189,700 187,000 191,504 192,610
Recreation Programs 659,584 635,440 583,347 645,783
Senior Programs & Transportation 155,159 120,450 163,109 153,132
Facility Rentals 189,189 181,000 207,846 164,500
Park Rentals & User Fees 42,175 34,000 34,000 34,000
Donations & Sponsorships 25,585 20,330 21,725 21,300
Interest on Investments 24,077 - 102,000 -
Miscellaneous Income 108 - - -
Total revenues $ 2490285 $ 2,416,059 $ 2655967 $ 3,095,124

APPROPRIATION SUMMARY

Fiscal Year Ending
December 31, 2022

Fiscal Year Ending
December 31, 2023

Fiscal Year Ending
December 31, 2023

Fiscal Year Ending
December 31, 2024

DESCRIPTION ACTUAL APPROVED BUDGET Estimated Budget
ADMINISTRATION
Personnel Services $ 241,064 $ 217,318 $ 227,612 $ 329,452
Supplies 736 2,500 1,100 2,500
Other Services and Charges 57,038 202,742 77,525 91,750
Capital Outlay - - - -
$ 298,838 $ 422,560 $ 306,237 $ 423,702
RECREATION
Personnel Services $ 225,752 $ 347,084 $ 347,084 $ 340,216
Supplies 698 3,250 650 2,500
Other Services and Charges 28,485 26,765 15,250 57,350
Recreation Programs 418,396 483,700 402,750 449,750
Capital Outlay 22,095 9,500 16,800 2,900
$ 695,426 $ 870,299 $ 782,534 $ 852,716
SENIOR SERVICES
Personnel Services $ 60,196 $ 107,236 $ 107,236 $ 209,902
Supplies 803 3,800 2,565 4,150
Other Services and Charges 16,646 26,750 20,570 22,700
Senior Programs, Events & Transporation 101,454 171,550 100,550 172,667
Capital Outlay - - - -
$ 179,099 $ 309,336 $ 230,921 $ 409,419
PARKS & FACILITIES
Personnel Services $ 438,307 $ 605,256 $ 605,256 $ 599,795
Supplies 66,292 66,500 68,500 81,250
Other Services and Charges 299,751 380,835 335,782 392,868
Capital Outlay 137,958 128,000 152,000 165,500
Allocated Expenses to external athletic associations (124,455) (123,250) (125,000) (125,000)
Northville Baseball/Softball Association 107,736 100,664 114,914 116,175
Northville Soccer Association 161,597 162,573 184,823 178,699
$ 1,087,186 $ 1,320,578 $ 1,336,275 $ 1,409,287
Total expenditures $ 2,260,549 $ 2,922,773 $ 2,655,967 $ 3,095,124
Excess of revenue over/(under) expenditures $ 229,736 $ (506,714) $ - $ -
PARKS, RECREATION AND SENIOR SERVICES FUND - Fund Balance
Actual Budget Estimated Budget
DESCRIPTION 2022 2023 2023 2024
Fund balance, beginning, total $ 2,774,871 $ 3,004,607 $ 3,004,607 $ 2,890,010
Addition (use) of fund balance 229,736 (506,714) (114,597) (550,000)
Estimated Ending Fund Balance $ 3,004,607 $ 2,497,893 $ 2,890,010 $ 2,340,010
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3 - Administrative Structure

Funding for Northville Parks and Recreation is currently derived from general fund, a parks and recreation millage, program and
user fees, and partnerships. A wide range of other sources are available and deserve further evaluation. Existing and potential
funding sources are described below.

General Fund

The Primary Source of funding for Northville Parks & Recreation are the City’s General Fund, and the Northville Township’s Parks
& Recreation Millage. General Fund revenues are derived from property taxes, state-shared revenues, federal grants, license and
permit fees, charges for services, interest on investments, and court fines or forfeitures. Recreation program user fees, rental fees,
external athletic associations, donations, and grants are also funding sources for Northville Parks & Recreation.

Millage
Northville Township has a parks and recreation property tax millage which helps to finance parks and recreation. Voter approval
is required before a millage is assessed and is subject to periodic renewal by resident vote.

SEMCOG Green Infrastructure Grants

The Green Infrastructure Vision for Southeast Michigan is a framework that guides preservation and future implementation of
green infrastructure in Southeast Michigan. The vision benchmarks the amount of green infrastructure in the region, identifies
future green infrastructure opportunities, and recommends strategic implementation approaches. The vision details the various
benefits of green infrastructure, including economic value, water quality, air quality, and recreation. The Green Infrastructure
Vision for Southeast Michigan can be viewed online at www.semcog.org. Example: improvements to Mill Race Village.

User Fees

Northville currently charge fees to the users of specific recreation facilities and for enrollment in various recreation programs. User
fees provide substantial support for park facilities in communities throughout Michigan. These fees are a promising source of
funding in any municipality if used selectively and thoughtfully for specific facilities and services. Ongoing evaluation of market
rates in similar communities can ensure this funding source is capitalized on appropriately.

Donations

Businesses, corporations, private clubs, Parent Teacher Organizations and Associations, and community organizations will often
contribute to recreation and other improvement programs to benefit the communities in which they are located. Private sector
contributions may be in the form of monetary contributions, the donation of land, the provision of volunteer services, or the
contribution of equipment or facilities. The Northville Community Support Fund is an example of a community organization
that contributes to park endeavors.

Bond Programs

A number of bond programs can be used to finance construction of parks and recreation facilities:

- General Obligation Bonds: General obligation bonds are issued for specific community projects and may not be used for
other purposes. These bonds are usually paid off with property tax revenues.
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+  Revenue Bonds: Revenue bonds are issued for construction of public projects that generate revenues. The bonds are then
retired using income generated by the project. For example, revenue bonds may be issued for construction of a concession
and restroom facility at a community park.

+  Special Assessment Bonds: Special assessment bonds are issued to pay for projects that benefit a particular segment of the
population. For example, recreation improvements that benefit a defined subdivision or neighborhood could be financed
using special assessment bonds, in which case the residents who receive the benefit would be assessed.

Michigan Department of Natural Resources Grants

The following is a summary of the three viable recreation grant programs now available through the Michigan Department of

Natural Resources (MDNR) which could be accessed for a variety of projects in Northville.
Recreation Passport Grants: PA 32 of 2010 created the Local Public Recreation Facilities Fund to be used for the
development of public recreation facilities for local units of government. Money for this fund is derived from the sale of the
Recreation Passport which replaced the resident Motor Vehicle Permit (MVP) — or window sticker — for state park entrance.
Development grants of $7,500 to $150,000 are available to local governments with a focus on renovating and improving
existing parks, although new parks are also eligible. The grantee must provide at least a 25% match. Projects are evaluated
based on project need, site quality, project quality, applicant history, and, if two projects receive the same evaluation score,
a criterion based on the project cost per capita.

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF): Eligible projects include community recreation and trailway improvements.
These are grants of $30,000 to $500,000 to local governments for development of facilities such as athletic fields, tennis
courts, playgrounds, trails and picnic areas, including support facilities, and the renovation and retro-fitting of existing
facilities to make them accessible to persons with disabilities. Funds are provided through federal appropriations from the
National Park Service. The grant match basis is fifty percent (50%) MDNR grant and fifty percent (50%) local match. Projects
are evaluated based on project need, applicant history, site and project quality, and a fourth criterion based on the type of
proposed project.

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF): Communities must have an approved recreation plan to apply for
this grant. Eligible projects include acquisition of land or rights in land for recreational uses or for protection of the land
because of its environmental importance or scenic beauty, including additions to existing parks, forest lands or wildlife areas.
Development of public outdoor recreation facilities is also eligible (such as picnic areas, beaches, boating access, fishing and
hunting facilities, winter sports areas, playgrounds, athletic fields, tennis courts, and trails). Funds are provided through the
sale of oil and mineral leases on State land. Local contributions equal to at least twenty-five percent (25%) of the project
cost are required.

There is no minimum or maximum amount for land acquisition projects. The minimum allowable grant for development
projects is $15,000 and the maximum is $300,000. Applications are evaluated on established criteria such as natural

resource access and conservation, proximity to population clusters, applicant’s committed matching funds, applicant’s
financial need, and priority projects of the trust fund board, such as trails, regional significance, public access to lakes and
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Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) Clean Michigan Initiative (CMI)

The CMI is created under Section 6(1) of Part 196, Clean Michigan Initiative Implementation, of the Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended. The CMl is a general obligation bond, and approximately $1-$2 million
has been available most funding rounds. Most of this money is for programs administered by EGLE for various redevelopment
and remediation activities, including brown-field redevelopment.

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)

Revenues obtained through the Federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program can be used for a variety of
community improvement projects, including development of recreation facilities or land acquisition for new parks or athletic
fields in low and moderate income neighborhoods that qualify under the program.

Foundations

A foundation is a special non-profit legal entity that is established as a mechanism through which land, cash, and securities can
be donated for the benefit of parks and recreation services. The foundation board of directors disburses assets according to a
predetermined plan. Funding for recreation facilities through foundations is very limited.

Lease or Contractual Agreements

Northville Parks and Recreation could consider contracts with private entrepreneurs to provide services at township-owned
park facilities, such as recreation programming, food service, or facility maintenance. Typically, the privatization of services can
increase recreation opportunities available to residents, while maintaining the Township’s administrative costs.

Public Use Conveyances
Administered by the MDNR, this program provides local units of government access to state lands and lands acquired through
delinquent taxes for public use. Acceptable uses of land acquired under this program include development of local parks.

Public Spaces Community Places (MEDC)

Public Spaces Community Places is a collaborative effort of the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC), the
Michigan Municipal League, and Patronicity where local residents can use crowd-funding to be part of the development of
strategic projects in their coommunities and be backed with a matching grant from MEDC.

Public/Private Partnerships

Partnerships are mutually beneficial relationships between compatible entities that offer resources or assets not available to
them independently. Partnerships reduce service duplication, maximize resources, and promote mutual efforts. Friends of the
Rouge, Oakland County Water Resources Commissioner, and Alliance of Rouge Communities are examples of potential partners.
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4 - Recreation Inventory

Purpose

The recreation inventory is an essential item to any Parks and Recreation Plan. It allows Northville to assess the quantity,
type, and location of existing facilities. It also explains the variety of programs and events offered and where there may be
opportunities for new programs and events. It serves to help identify where new facilities should be built and demonstrates
where ADA upgrades are needed. The facilities inventory should be continually updated as renovations and additions occur so
that the list is always up-to-date.

The Norhville Parks and Recreation inventory was conducted in July of 2023 by LAP Inc. This inventory includes existing ameneties,
size, address, general condition, and an ADA assessibility grade. Each facility is assigned a classification and recommendations
for improvement are identified.

Park Classification
The National Recreation and Parks Association published guidelines for park classification based on size and service area. These

classifications are as follows:

Mini-Park

Neighborhood

Park

School-Park

Community Park

Regional Park

Used to address limited, isolated or unique recreational needs.

Neighborhood park remains the basic unit of the park
system and serves as the recreation and social focus of
the neighborhood. Focus is on informal active and passive
recreation.

Depending on circumstances, combining parks with school
sites can fulfill the space requirements for other classes of
parks, such as neighborhood, community, sports complex and
special use.

Serves broader purpose than neighborhood park. Focus is
on meeting community-based recreation needs, as well as
preserving unique landscapes and open spaces.

Land set aside for preservation of natural beauty or
environmental significance, recreation use or historic or
cultural interest use.

Less than a 1/4 mile distance
in residential setting.

¥ to V2-mile distance and
uninterrupted by non-
residential roads and other
physical barriers.

Determined by location of
school district property.

Determined by the quality
and suitability of the site.
Usually serves two or more
neighborhoods and 1/2t03
mile distance.

Located to serve several
communities within T hour
driving time.

Table: NRPA Recommended Classification System for Local and Regional Recreation Open Space and Trails

Between 2500 sq. ft. and
one acre in size.

5 acres is considered
minimum size. 5 to 10
acres is optimal.

Variable - depends on
function.

As needed to
accommodate desired
uses. Usually between 30
and 50 acres.

Optimal size is 200+
acres, size varies based
on use.

Community Parks and Recreation Master Plan, 2024-2028
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Accessibility Assessment

Complying with accessibility standards and planning for universal design are two extremely important efforts that a municipality
must undertake in its effort to protect the health, safety and welfare of its people. This is true not only for those disabled by birth
or by accident, but also for the growing population of people who are aging and find normal tasks more and more challenging to
do. Many able-bodied persons forget that disability is often an eventuality as one grows older. Therefore, Northville should seek
to improve the accessibility of its environment not simply to comply with law, but to think more broadly and take steps towards
developing a compassionate, inclusive, and accessible community, unencumbered by physical barriers.

This plan rates the accessibility of its existing park facilities, both the facilities themselves (as appropriate), as well as the access
routes to them. This rating system is from the Michigan DNR’s guidelines for recreation plans. It is intended to establish a
baseline so that accessibility needs can be assessed and incorporated into capital improvement projects. This evaluation is not
comprehensive and does not identify specific deficiencies.

The following ranking system was applied to each park:

1 None of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines.

2 Some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines.

3 Most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines.

4 The entire park meets accessibility guidelines.

5 The entire park was developed/renovated using the principals of universal design.

Figure: Accessibility Assessment Table

N
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Developed Parks Public Open Space (Not Designated as Park)
1.  Cabbagetown Park 10. Sheldon Road Park 16. Mill Race Village

2. Cady Street Dog Park T. Thayer’s Corner Nature Area 17. Town Square Bandshell

3. Coldwater Springs/Linear Park 12. Veteran’s Memorial at Waterford

4. Fish Hatchery Park Woods Undeveloped Park Land

5. Ford Field Park - West 13. Northville Community Center 18. Legacy Park (in planning & development)
6. Ford Field Park - East 14. Recreation Center at Hillside (RCH)  19. Allen Drive

7.  Henningsen Park 20. Lot 374

8. Marv Gans Community Park Linear Parks 21. Maplewood Park (designated “Preserve”)
9. Millennium Park 15. Bennett Arboretum Pathway 22. Central Park

23. Northville River Park

Community Parks and Recreation Master Plan, 2024-2028
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4 - Recreation Inventory

Cabbagetown Park

A one-acre pocket park located in
the City, Cabbagetown Park provides
picnicbenches, playground equipment
and a peaceful setting, surrounded by
an historical neighborhood.

Cabbagetown
Park ¥\

Carpenter St.

-—-—""—--I_

L..l..-—--':-.'---"'— s

Base Line Rd.

Park Features
Picnic Tables
Benches
Playground

Recommendations
- Playground Improvements: Replace
dated features and add an area for

younger children.

Statistics

Size: 1 Acre

Classification: Neighborhood
Accessibility Assessment: 3

N
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4 - Recreation Inventory

Bennett Arboretum Pathway

Hines Drive, between Six Mile and Seven Mile

Bennett Arboretum is owned by Wayne County but is maintained
by Northville Parks and Recreation. Bennett features a 2.8 mile
pathway through the oldest county arboretum in Michigan and is a
popular course for high school cross country teams in the fall.

Bennett Arboretum was developed during the 1930’s as part of
the Middle Rouge Parkway (Hines Parkway) project. Jesse Merle
Bennett, a pioneer in roadside development and Director of Wayne
County Parks and Forestry in the 1920s and 1930s, was the visionary
for the arboretum project. Many rare trees from around the world
were planted here, as well as maple, oak and beech collections.

Statistics Recommendations
Size: 2.8 Mile Loop Path - Perform a natural features
Classification: Regional inventory.
Accessibility Assessment: 4
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Map Source: AllTrails.com
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4 - Recreation Inventory

e

Park Features Cady Street
Dog Park Dog Park

Cady Street Dog Park

The Cady Street Dog Park was developed in 2003. The dog park
provides community residents with an off-leash safe place area
to socialize and to exercise their dogs. Amenities include a fenced
yard, watering facilities and benches. It is located behind and
shares parking with The Art House.

Statistics

Size: 0.8 Acres
Classification: Community
Accessibility Assessment: 2

N
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Recommendations
-New park sign, fencing upgrades
and repairs.




4 - Recreation Inventory

Coldwater Springs Nature Area - Linear Park

Located on Ridge Rd. between Five & Six Mile Rd., one hundred,
twenty-eight (128) acres of open space were provided to the
Township as part of the Coldwater Springs development. Coldwater
Springs Nature Area - Linear Park is a hidden gem and the most
underutilized park in the Northville Parks and Recreation system.
It has a single trail that runs northeast from Ridge Road, north of
Five Mile Road, to Beck and Six Mile roads. It meanders along one
of Michigan’s precious waterways, Johnson Creek, one of three
cold-water creeks in southeast Michigan that supports a trout
population. Its trailhead is tucked behind trees not visible from
Ridge Road but is easily accessible by a dirt parking lot.

Statistics

Size: 128 Acres
Classification: Community
Accessibility Assessment: 3

six Mile Rd.

Park Features
Picnic Table/Benches
Pond/Fishing
Walking Trails/Boardwalk

-
-
- -

_ - Coldwater Springs Recommendations
L. T—..——===—=== NatureArea \ : - Parking Improvements

: 1 il - - Boardwalk repair
[ | ' I

|
Five Mile Rd.

| SRRl

L
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Fish Hatchery Park

Fish Hatchery Park is a 17-acre multi-use facility located
on Fairbrook Street. The park contains five tennis courts,
two ball diamonds, a play structure, a picnic shelter with
grills, nature trails and pond. The tennis courts had crack
repair work done in 2018. The park is adjacent to Johnson
Creek, one of only three coldwater streams in Michigan’s
lower peninsula. The streambank has been a focal point
of grant applications to naturalize the bank, develop fish
habitat and improve the adjacent pond in the park.

Fairbroek-st.

Park Features

Ballfields - Playground

Grills . Pond/Fishing

Picnic Shelter - Restrooms (Seasonal)

Picnic Table/Benches - Tennis Courts
Walking Trails

Fish Hatchery
Park

Edenderry St.

i Ill Tt Statistics
e ; Recommendations Size: 17 Acres
-New park master plan Classification: Community

»,
SN,
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4 - Recreation Inventory

Ford Field Park - West

151 N. Griswold St.

Ford Field Park West is a 6-acre park in the heart of downtown
Northville. The park includes Ford Field, a lighted ball field,
playground area, accessible play structure, picnic tables and

walking paths. Middle Rouge River runs through the park. The park
is adjacent to Mill Race Village Park. Wit

Recommendations

Statistics -Replace playground

Size: 6 Acres - Install restrooms
Classification: Community -Improve access and overall
Accessibility Assessment: 3 accessibility

IMPROVEMENTS AND.
BEAUTIFIGATION TO _. | 4
RANDOLPH-DRAIN

Existing Park Features
Ballfields
Drinking Water
Grills
Picnic Table/Benches
Playground
Restrooms
Walking Trails

A master plan was developed in 2023 for both Ford Field Park
- East and Ford Field Park - West. For Ford Field West, the plan

9 i g v vision is to increase the usability of the park, while keeping the
N p— T N - historic components in place. The location of this park within

-EMBANKMENT STABILIZA}

LANDSCAPING

\ WATERACCESS the regional natural systems is unique, with the parkland

5 ;BENCH - s T : —
E%' Gy AN ] o STEER e !-;ﬂ surrounded by the river and embankment. Additionally, the
[ | - "~
' PARK ENTRY AND >3 ™ ¥ W . . L . .
e Sciac e By © = central location of Ford Field Park within Northville makes this
park a logical setting for activities and events. These factors
FORD FIELD PARK WEST MASTER PLAN wormviLLE, Wi | ocrosen 2029 [g] YADE together make Ford Field Park well-situated to provide a wide

range of experiences for park visitors.
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Ford Field Park - East
E. Main St. »
A | developed in 2023 and ' id
master plan was developed in an r e
WATER ACCESS
. ; 2 ¥ BENCH
Ford Field East will provide a peaceful and [2" & = [ e _ n oo
tranquil location, hidden away from the * e i O 2 E ik SR
pralis L kg L 3 A SOLAR SHADE SAIL

when the master plan is implemented,

nearby downtown and dense residential areas.

A continuous pathway is proposed to extend
through the park, along the water, linking the
East and West Park. Seating and walkways will
allow visitors to enjoy the natural setting with
peaceful views of the pond. Natural habitat
enhancements are proposed throughout
the park and a bridge and overlook at the
south end of the park would cross the river,
continuing the pathway to Main Street and
providing a view of the existing spillway.

Existing Park Features
Pond
Rouge River and Spillway
Forested Nature Area
Gravel Maintenance Drive
Walking Trails

PARK ENTRY SIGN, TYP.=
g

FORD FIELD PARK EAST MASTER PLAN

NORTHVILLE, MI OCTOBER 2023 MDE
' TRIM

Statistics

. Size: 4.5 Acres

Recommendations Classification: Community

- Natural features assessment Accessibility Assessment: 1
- Pedestrian bridge

- Pathway, seating and lighting

0
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Henningsen Park

41600 Six Mile Rd.

This 3-acre park is located behind the Northville Township Police
Department and provides residents with two ball diamonds.

The park currently shares an access drive and parking lot with
the Police Department. However, the Police Department will be
moving to a new location in the near future. The future use of the
existing building has not yet been determined but it is imperative
that any future plans allow the park to retain an access drive and
parking lot.

Recommendations
-Irrigation improvements

- Retain entry drive and parking
Statistics

Size: 3 Acres
Classification: Community
Accessibility Assessment: 2

A

Park Features
(2) Ballfields

iR e T
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Marv Gans Community Park

15801 Beck Rd.

Marv Gans Community Park, renamed in 2017
after its former Township Trustee namesake,
is the community’s largest park at 119 acres.
The park contains 3 ball diamonds, 12 athletic
fields, accessible play structure, 2 picnic
shelters, a dog park, 2 restrooms, T concession
facility, and an archery area. The Northville
Soccer Association plays the majority of their
games at this park.

Park Features

Ballfields - (2) Picnic Shelters
Dog Park - Picnic Tables/
Drinking Water Benches

Grills - Playground

Restrooms

|
1
(METYACETS |
CommunitysPark :

Five Mile Road

Statistics
Recommendations Size: 19 Acres
- Parking lot improvements Classification: Community
- Pickleball Courts/Complex Accessibility Assessment: 3
- Additional pathways: (DPS plans
to create a path connection to
the residential area to the west.)

N
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Mill Race Historical Village

215 Griswold St.

Operated by the Northville Historical Society, Mill Race Village is a
4-acre living museum in downtown Northville. The village contains

several houses and buildings from the 19th century, along with
benches, access to Mill Pond, and a paved parking lot. It is located
next to Ford Field Park.

In 2023, the City received a USEPA Grant to implement stormwater
best management practices and improve accessibility in the
Village. This included installing pervious pavers for the drive and
installing drain tiles and raingardens on site.

Recommendations
- Drive improvements

- Environmental improvements
- Relocate barn into park for an

Statistics

Size: 4 Acres

Classification: Community
Accessibility Assessment: 2

event venue.

Park Features
Historical Village
s : é ‘ - Rental Venue
X | o . Walking Paths
Mill Race o]~ 3 - Picnic Areas

Historical Village

o
o
©

Ford Field Park

R
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Park Features
Ballfields - Playground Northville Township -
Drinking Water . Restrooms Fire Department Six Mile Rd.
Grills . Walking Trails - - e SR = 5

Picnic Shelter . Cricket Pitch
Picnic Table/ . Skate Park
Benches

Millennium Park

e o

]
L

Millennium Park

Located on Six Mile Road across from Northville High School and
behind the Northville Township Fire Department Administrative
Building, Millennium Park is a 34-acre park providing multiple
recreation opportunities, including four ball diamonds, five sports
fields, two play structures, walking paths, concession stand,
restrooms, a picnic pavilion with grills, and recently constructed
skate park and cricket pitch.

Statistics

Size: 34 Acres

Classification: Regional

Recommendations Accessibility Assessment: 3

- Playground improvements
-Restroom Improvements
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Sheldon Road Park
Sheldon Rd. & Cypress Point Dr.
Located on the east side of Sheldon Road between Five and

Six Mile Roads, this park provides a play structure and benches
adjacent to the walking paths.

This park can be accessed by the Sheldon Road shared-use path
which connects to the Hines County Park Trail. Additional amenities
could be added to this park that would service both trail users as
well as residents of the surrounding neighborhoods.

Statistics

Size: 4 Acres

Classification: Neighborhood
Accessibility Assessment: 2

--—-'_--_---1

Park Features
Picnic Table/Benches
Playground

Sheldon Road
Park

Recommendations )
- Playground Improvements
-Sport courts (basketball)

- Fitness equipment

- Bicycle rest stop (bike racks,
repair station, bench)

-—-—-—"—"‘-‘

%\ -’-—\—--—'-
% ._L-"-

|
1 -
" T R
E ———

J
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Thayer’s Corner Nature Area

Six Mile Rd. & Napier Rd.

Thayer’s Corner Nature Area is a 57-acre park located
at the corner of Six Mile and Napier. The park contains
community gardens, hiking trails and a pond. The site is
also home to an historic barn, relocated from Sheldon
Road which has been renovated into an ADA accessible
meeting space. Thayer’'s Corner Nature Area is operated
by the Friends of Thayer’s.

Park Features
Drinking Water
Grills
Picnic Shelter
Picnic Table/Benches
Restrooms
Community Garden

Thayer’s Corner
Nature Area

.-} J

Nap-ier—de'-—-_-_-_-
rl:.

dge L

L

Briar Ri

|4
AL

M

2

o

Statistics

Size: 57 Acres
Classification: Community
Accessibility Assessment: 2
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Town Square (Bandshell)
E. Main St. & Mary Alexander Ct.
Town Square is a landscaped, urban plaza located on Main Street

in downtown Northville. This space is maintained by the Northville
Downtown Development Authority and serves all the residents of
the Northville Community. Concerts and other downtown events
are held at this facility, which contains benches, tables, chairs,
plantings, a stage and a fountain.

Statistics

Size: 0.3 Acres
Classification: Regional
Accessibility Assessment: 4

Recommendations
- Restrooms

Park Features

Tables/Benches
Bandshell
Fountain

der Ct.
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Veteran’s Memorial at Waterford
Woods

This quaint and serene park with a path
that winds through the woods consists of
16.4-acres in Northville Township and is
located along Tournament Drive off Sheldon il pulile =
Road. It contains a forest preserve with ll

trails, an area with benches, and a memorial
to America’s service men and women.

~
-
L e o e

L.. T -|- Veteran’s Memorial
{ ] at Waterford Woods

‘_--——"-—n~

Park Features
Picnic Table/Benches
Walking Trails

Tourn_ament"Dr. '

Northville Hills
a4 Golf Clubw,

el

Recommendations
- Picnic Shelter
- Trail Improvements

Statistics

Size: 16.4 Acres
Classification: Neighborhood
Accessibility Assessment: 2

0
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Northville Community Center

303 W. Main St.

Located next to the Northville District Library on Main Street, the
Northville Community Center houses the Senior Center and has
a gym, banquet room, service pantry, meeting rooms, restrooms,
stage and fitness area. During daytime hours Monday-Friday,
the facility serves mainly as the Northville Senior Center, but in
the evening and on weekends it is used for a variety of activities.
Many indoor recreation programs are held at the center, from
social events to fitness, educational and enrichment, and sports
programs for residents of all ages.

Recommendations
- Perform an assessment of the
facility in order to accurately
Statistics determine existing and future
Size: 0.9 Acres needs and forecast the best use

Classification: Community of the facility moving forward.
Accessibility Assessment: 4

W. Main St. e e
.E'"'__,-'jw}_.-r._ S e ——--—l
]

Pl = . Facility Features

=» Northville Fire | - Banguette Room
- Department - | - Gymnasium
Stage
S = - Meeting Rooms
' j Fitness Area

“Yaa

L= : \
| Northville Public S SN -
's&hools Board ; | R |
- > . S [ i 1

: |

e

Community !

Northville » ‘Northville District"
! ; Library
€enter” L\ |
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Recreation Center at Hillside (RCH)
775 N. Center Street

Housing the offices of the Northville Parks and
Recreation Department, the Recreation Center
at Hillside is located in the rear of the Hillside
Middle School. Facilities include two full-size
gymnasiums, two multi-purpose mini gyms
and a classroom space. It is the primary

Hillside Middle
School

location for indoor parks and recreation
programs. The school pool, which had been
programmed by parks and recreation, was
closed in 2016 due to maintenance issues.

Base Line Rd.

Facility Features
Parks & Recreation Offices - (2) Mini Gyms
(2) Full-Size Gymnasiums (1) Classrooms

Recommendations
- Assess the current needs of the staff and
potentially consolidate in a new building
that could better accommodate the
current and future needs.

Statistics

Size: 16.4 Acres
Classification: Community
Accessibility Assessment: 3
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4 - Recreation Inventory

Undeveloped Propertics

Allen Drive Maplewood Park

Located at the intersection of Eight Mile and Novi Roads, This 7.32 acres of undeveloped land, which is surrounded
this 2-acre area is surrounded by residential areas in the by residential property with no street access, has been
City’s northeast corner. designated as “preserve” property by City Council.

Lot 374

2.67 acres of undeveloped land surrounded by residential
property. No future plans for development.
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W. Main St.
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Legacy Park

Seven Mile Rd.

This 350-acre green space oasis is located near the eastern
border of Northville Township, off Seven Mile Road between
Haggerty and Northville roads.

OCTOBER 2022

Trail Development Plan :

LEGACY PARK CONCEPTUAL TRAILS PLAN . ¢ Legaty Park

ADA Accessible Nature Trail Bike Skills Development Zone

PREPARED BY: P PREPARED FOR
KAY-LINN ENTERPRISES || / KAY-LINN NORTHVILLE TOWNSHIP
= PARKS & RECREATION

!

Statistics

e Size: 350 Acres

------ N Classification: Regional
; Accessibility Assessment: 1

Wetland Overlook

2022A Leg Pak Til elopent Plan - - #ﬁﬁ
NORTHVILLE
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History

This site once housed the former Northville Psychiatric State
Hospital. When it was built in 1952, it was touted as Michigan’s
first attempt at scientific treatment of mental illness. An
innovative art and music therapy program captured the
attention of many. Patients put on plays, sang or learned to
play instruments. Other patients gardened, studied mechanics
or worked in hospital facilities. The hospital closed in 2003.

Twenty-two buildings made up the hospital campus. There
were eleven buildings remaining as of January 2021 when
the new board took office. Ten of these buildings have since
been demolished. The one building that remains, Building 14,
the former laundry facility, will be converting into an open-
environment programming and meeting space.

Trails

A trail development plan was completed for Legacy Park in
2022. In order to make the best use of this land the planners
worked with the Township’s Legacy Park Committee, who
surveyed residents, spoke to recreation organizations and
consulted the Seven Mile Park Master Plan that was adopted
in 2012. Phase 1 of the trail construction with Rock Solid Inc.
is beginning in the spring of 2024 and will be completed
by August 2024. Phases 2 & 3 are scheduled to begin
construction in 2025. The multi-use trail system (Hiking, Mt.
Biking, Adaptive Mt. Biking, and bike park) will add over 17.5
miles of trails to a regional trail system.

Essential Services

Legacy Park is also the future home of Northville Township’s
Essential Services Complex. It will house a second fire station,
new Public Safety Headquarters, a new headquarters for
Public Works and some storage for Parks and Recreation.
This important addition to Legacy Park will improve service
delivery to Northville residents.

Current Planning Efforts

A new master plan is currently in development for Legacy
Park. As part of the community input process for this 5-year
recreation plan, several questions were asked specific to
Legacy Park. The data collected will be supplemented with
insight from the previous planning efforts to develop the new
master plan.

Throughout the public input meetings and online opinion
survey, the input has been heavily supporting the idea that
Legacy Park remains a place for passive recreation with an
emphasis on trails and natural spaces.

The idea of constructing a community center at Legacy Park
has also been highly supported throughout the input process.

Currently the Northville Parks and Recreation Department
leases space from other entities for all of their office facilities.
The amount of space in these leased facilities is inadequate to
meet the department’s current staffing needs. If a community
center is built at Legacy Park, it would provide an opportunity
to consolidate the Parks and Recreation Department offices
and ensure there is capacity to meet the current and future
needs.

Park Master Plan

i s () i R

2012 Seven Mile Road Property Master Plan (Legacy Park)
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Central Park

North Area of the Downs Development

In November 2023, plans were approved to redevelop ‘W
the former home of the Northville Downs horse racing
track into residential and commercial space, including
two public parks; Central Park and Northville River
Park.

Statistics
Size: 1.2 Acres
Classification: Regional

Accessibility Assessment: 4 (when completed) Central Park View - Looking North PUE Do €17 G HaRTRVILLE, 1 ovEMBER 82055 10

Note Key

1. Paved Plaza 8. Shade Trees Within Seating Terraces 14. Reinforced Lawn Panel

2. 20’ Wide Pedestrian Promenade 9. City Standard Light 15. Perimeter Walking Path i o
3. Paved Retail Patio 10. Gity Standard Trash Receptical 16. String Lights Above Q1 . =, HE
4. City Standard Sidewalk 11. City Standard Bike Racks 17. Precast Planter Walls Luxury Condo’s / Retail ) .
5. Amphitheater Style Seating at Each Quadrant 12.City Standard Benches 18.Ornamental Trees Framing Park

6. Stairs with llluminated Handrails 13. Transformer Equpment with 19. Retractable Security Bollard

7. Seating Terraces with Decomposed Granite Paving Decorative Screen Fence 20.Dog Waste Station
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Northville River Park

Southeast Area of the Downs Development
carany Tewnnomes a - oy A28 A S / \
swold Es_f:n*_';f" = 2 2 E i ¥

Carriage
Homas

Detachng

Towstomes

7 Mila Road

1. 10" Wide Pathways 15. Ornamental Trees
_ 2. 12" Wide Pedestrian Bridge with Wing Walls 16. Relocated Cabin with Covered Patio and Gardens by Others
~ 3. Aerator Fountains in Pond 17. Trash Receptacle

4. Upper Level Pedestrian Network 18. Wayfinding Sign
5. Lower Level Pedestrian Network 19, River Bank Plantings.
6. Connection to Hines Park Trailhead 20. Lawn with Existing Trees in River Street Right-of-way (trees to
7. Park Lighting (+/- 150’ on Center) be pruned)
8. Park Benches 21. Meadow Lawn

9. Amenity Station (Bike Repair Station, Bike Racks,  22. Area of “Rapids” in River
Drinking Fountain, Trash and Dog Waste Station) ~ 23. Densely Planted Tree Zones Along River Bank

| — 10. Evergreen Screening Adjacent to Residential 24. Pedestrian Access to River
I = 11, Usable Cut Lawn 25. Stone Steps
2| A 12. Tree Massing Along River Street 26. Crosswalk Striping by City
£ = 13.Seed Mixes and Plant Types Similar to River Bank  27. Dog Waste Station
Landscape 28. Accent Lighting on Trees at Park Entrance

14. Aquatic Planting Pockets at Edge of Water

Y
e
River Park Landscape Plan THE DOWNS > CITY OF NORTHVILLE, Ml > NOVEMBER 9, 2023 32
N
\\
\\
AN Cabin Relocation
Y

The community has expressed an interest in
relocating an historic cabin into the Northville
River Park development to serve as a rentable
venue. The enlargement plan to the left shows
the proposed location of the cabin.

' ,#Pfrﬁbosed &
\__ Relocated Cabin

e . i d Statistics
Size: 7.8 Acres

Classification: Regional
Accessibility Assessment: 4 (when completed)

Sketch of Historic Cabin Proposed to be Relocated
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Park Inventory Table

Parks and Facilities
Cabbage Town Park City 1 N 3 1 N 1
Cady Street Dog Park City 0.8 C 2 N 9
Coldwater Springs/Linear Park Twp 128 C 3 N 7
Fish Hatchery Park City/Twp 17 C 3 1 5 2 N Y 8 1 2 70
Ford Field Park West City 6 C 3 1 1 Y 9 1 62
Ford Field Park East City 45 C 1
Henningsen Park Twp 3 N 2 2 N 1 1 64
Joe Denton Park City 0.5 N 1 N
Marv Gans Community Park Twp 9 R 3 1 3 Y Y 6 2 628
Millennium Park Twp 34 R 3 2 4 Y 20 2 1 1 282 1
Sheldon Road Park Twp 44 N 2 1 N 1
Thayer's Corner Nature Area Twp 57 C 2 N 6 1 2
Veteran's Memorial at Waterford Woods Twp 16 N 2 N Y 6
Northville Cormmunity Center City 0.9 C 3 N 66
Recreation Center at Hillside (RCH) City 0.8 C N 176

Undeveloped Park Land
7 Mile Road Property (Legacy Park) Twp 350
Lot 374 City 27
Maplewood Park (designated "Preserve") City 73
Allen Drive City 2

Public Open Space (Not Designated as Park)
City Hall Open Space DDA 03 C 2
Town Square (Bandshell) City 02 R 4 1

Accessibility Assessment: 3 = most of the facilities/park area meet accessibility guidelines

1= none of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 4 = the entire park meets accessibility guidelines

2 = some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 5 = the entire park was developed/renovated using the principals of universal design

Y
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Park Acreage Evaluation
The following table evaluates current park acreage in the Northville Parks and Recreation system. Although NRPA provides

recommendations for parks and facilities they recognize that every coommunity is unique and many factors should be considered
when evaluating deficiencies and priorities. These additional factors can include age and income distribution, neighborhood
structure, and recreation interests of your commmunity, as well as the recreation opportunities available in nearby communities.

Northville Park Acreage/PopuIation Table

Northville Township 720.31 31,758 227
City of Northville 30.69 6,119 5
Combined 751 37,877 19.83

The National Recreation and Park Association recommends between 5.5 and 15.9 Acres/1000 people. As shown in the
previous table, Northville’s park acreage exceeds this range. However, due to Northville’s position on the headwater of the
Rouge watershed, much of these park lands serve an important role for regional stormwater management and are composed
of wetlands and natural spaces with limited potential for active recreation.
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Grant History - Northville Parks & Recreation

Northville Township Grants

26-01332 Township Hall Park 1984 $6,071.00 Develop 2 ballﬁelds/soccer area ice rink Closed
TF87-254 Lapham Field 1987 $123,000.00 Acquire 27 acres of land which is currently under lease by Northville  Withdrawn
Township.
TFO6-010 Coldwater Springs 2006 $303,800.00 Development of public access trailway along the Johnson Creek, Closed
Nature Area-Linear Park one of only 3 coldwater fisheries in southeast Michigan and home to
one endangered and one threatened species, and create a linkage
to the 119-acre community park from a 16 acre natural area west of
Johnson Creek.
TFO9-174 Linear Park Acquisition 2009 $4,000,000.00 Phase | of a 2 phase project to acquire 51.01 acres to create a linear Closed
park connecting the former Northville State Hospital property with
the Wayne County Hines Parkway system. Project includes an old
growth forest and link to SE M| Greenways Network.
TF10-140 Linear Park Acquisition- 2010 $3,053,700.00  Phase Il acquisition of 51.01 acres to create a linear park connecting Closed
Phase Il the former Northville State Hospital property with the Wayne County
Hines Parkway system, and preserve 200-year old growth forest
and link to SE Michigan Greenways Network.
City of Northville Grants
TF94-274 Ford Field Park Land 1994 $150,000 Purchase 2.4 acres of land along the Rough River as an expansion of Closed
Acquisition Ford Field Park
CM99-252  Ford Field Park 1999 $346,750 Ballfields, pedestrian bridge, observation deck, pathways, parking Closed

*The first characters of the project number indicates funding sources as follows:
26 = Land and Water Conservation Fund

Improvements

CM = Clean Michigan Initiative

TF = Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund

lot improvements

N
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Northville Parks and Recreation has a large offering of youth, adult and senior programming available to residents and non-

residents. This includes enrichment classes, sports, special events, leagues, drop-in activities and more. Below is a list of program

offerings available from Northville Parks and Recreation.

Adult Classes & Programs
- Adult Athletics
Pickleball Clinics 101 & 201
Tennis Classes
Adult Leagues
Softball Leagues
Volleyball Leagues

Youth Programs

Basketball Leagues

Adult Recreation

Introduction to Archery

Basic Archery Techniques

USA Archer Level 1 & 2 Instructor
Practical Course

Adult Ballet Fitness
Adult Tap Fitness

Intro to Ballroom Dancing
Intro to Fencing

Youth Athletics

Tennis Classes

TGA Golf Classes

Volleyball Mini Clinic

Sunday Volleyball Skills Clinic
Youth Leagues

Girls & Boys Basketball
Youth Recreation
Introduction to Archery

Basic Archery Techniques
Mustangs Archery Club (JOAD)

Teen Enrichment

USA Archery Level T & 2 Instructor
Practical Course

Ballet Dance

Ballet/Tap Dance

Hip Hop Dance
Jumps/Leaps/Turns Dance

Hip Hop, Contemporary, Jazz, and
Surprise Dance

Dance Acro

Smart Art

Holiday Ornament Making Party Art

Special Events

Star Wars R2D2 Art Class
Intro to Fencing
Continuing Fencing
Futsal (Indoor Soccer)
Tumble Tots
Gymnastics

Little Ninjas Karate
Kids Power Karate
Basketball Starters
Preschooler Sports
Tee-Ball Class

Babysitter Training Course
Ski and Snowboard Club

Eggstravaganza

Daddy Daughter Dance
Tunes on Tuesday

Movies in the Park
Maybury Family Camp Out

Nerf Blaster Battle
Mother Son Dance
Pancakes and Pajamas
American Girl Party

Community Parks and Recreation Master Plan, 2024-2028
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Summer Camps

Watermelon Slime with Kidcreate
Studio

Tie Dye Party with Kidcreate Studio
Color Me Happy with Kidcreate
Studio

Game On! With Kidcreate Studio
Nailed it! With Kidcreate Studio
Messes & Masterpieces with
Kidcreate Studio

Fitness

Let’s Draw, Paint & Sculpt with
Kidcreate Studio

Chess Wizards

Fencing

TGA Golf

Maybury Summer Day Camp
Basketball Clinic & Camp
Sports Shorts Summer Camp
Sports Starters Summer Camp
Youth Basketball Camp

T-Ball Camp

Kiddie Sports Summer Camp
Beginning Lacrosse Camp

Safety Town

Northville Ninja Warrior Camp
Jump-a-Rama Cheer/Tumble Camp
Volleyball Camp

Middle School Volleyball Tune-Up
Camp

Mommy/Granny and Me Yoga

Yoga Nidra & Sound Bath

Candlelight Yin Yoga with Shari

Cardio Drumming with Wendy - Senior
Slow Burn Yoga with Toulla

Soulful Flow Yoga with Shari

TRX Fitness Training with Scott
Women'’s Boot Camp with Celeste

Senior Services

Trips

Mackinaw Island at the Grand Hotel
Programs

Friday Flicks

Elder Law Programs

New to Medicare

Reverse Mortgage Information Class
The Next Chapter Book Club
Coffee with a Cop

History Talk with the Mayor

Flu Shot Clinic

AARP Driver Safety Course

Barre Fitness with Kathleen

Silver Strength & Stretch with Ann

Silver Chair Yoga with Toulla
Zumba Gold with Sara

Yoga FUNdamentals with Debbi
Yoga Flow with Toulla & Kathleen
Healthy Hips & Back Yoga with Debbi

Walking

Events

Detroit Tigers Game
Valentine’s Day Tea

Pazcki Day

New Year’s Toast and Bingo
St. Patrick’s Day Party

Senior Fest
Holiday Luncheon

Thanksgiving Luncheon

Cards & Games

Bingo
Pinochle
Party Bridge
Euchre

S
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Northville’s central location in southeast Michigan and the easy access that residents have to multiple major travel ways, position

Northville to access and provide regional parks and recreation opportunities.

Some of these facilities are listed here.

Oakland County Parks
Addison Oaks

Catalpa Oaks

Farmers Market

Groveland Oaks

Highland Oaks

Holly Oaks Orv Park

Independence Oaks

Lyon Oaks

Orion Oaks

Red Oaks

Rose Oaks

Springfield Oaks

Waterford Oaks

Trails - The Oakland County Parks system offers
nearly 80 miles of paved and natural trails.

State Parks (within the Northville area)
Maybury State Park

Public School Facilities

Amerman Elementary (City)

Cooke School (City)

Hillside Middle School (City)

Meads Mill Middle School (Twp.)

Moraine Elementary (Twp.)

Northville High School (Twp.)

Northville High School 8 Mile Athletic Complex (City)
Old Village School - Administration Offices (City)
Ridge Wood Elementary (Twp.)

Silver Springs Elementary (Twp.)
Thornton Creek Elementary (Novi)
Winchester Elementary (Twp.)

Wayne County Parks

Bell Creek

Bennett Arboretum
Crosswinds Marsh
Detroit River International Refuge Gateway
Elizabeth Park

Family Aquatic Center
Hines Park

Holliday Preserve
Inkster Valley

Lola Valley

Lower Rouge

Community Parks and Recreation Master Plan, 2024-2028
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Regional Trail Networks

Northville also offers a regionally significant opportunity for development of non-motorized transportation facilities.

A range of existing regional trail options are within easy walking, biking, or driving distance of the community, including the Novi
ITC Trail, the 1-275 Metro Trail which connects to the Great Lake-to-Lake Trail, and the Hines Park Trail and Hines Drive Parkway
which joins the Rouge River Gateway Trail on the south side of the community. In addition, there is an access point to the Iron
Bell Trail in Ann Arbor. (page 37 of non-motorized plan)

Regional Trails
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Hartland Twp
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Northville is also committed to developing pathways both locally and regionally. Establishing connectivity to regional parks and
trails and supporting amenities, is integral to meeting many of the area’s goals and objectives for parks and recreation programs
and services.

In 2021, the Committee then conducted a study of the current system and created a gap analysis. During this study, six pathway
projects were identified as priorities. The Township is currently seeking a grant to construct a pathway on the south side of Seven
Mile Rd., from Traditions Dr. to Northville Rd. then continuing south on Northville Rd. into Hines Park.

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF NORTHVILLE
EXISTING AND PROPOSED PATHWAYS

CITY OF NOVI CITY OF NOVI

OAKLAND COUNTY

WavnNE counTyEght Mile Rd Eight Mile Rd

Siludr

Springs
Elementary.

NORTHVILLE

Seven Mile Rd — ‘__J'I

T
, Seven Mile Rd
ot i S
" Senool Polce Headauarters
m_ Six Mile Rd
o ————

———
Municipal .
Offices

LT
o i
|

Sheldon Rd

CITY OF LIVONIA

a
I
2]
z
3
o
.
3
w
-
<
%]

Meads Mill
Middle Schiool

Six Mile Rd

Napier Rd
Haggerty Rd

Winchester
Elementary,

Fi
Five Mile Rd \ r— e — L ive Mile Rq
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH

f.v“"”“—"“\ Existing 5' Pathway Proposed 5' Pathway
\l Existing 8' - 10’ Pathway Proposed 10' Pathway
TR o S R WL

WWW.TWP.NORTHVILLE. MI.US Existing Woodchip Pathway Proposed Woodchip Pathway

PUBLICATION DATE: JANUARY 29, 2022

Charter Township of Northville - Existing and Proposed Pathways Plan, 2022
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The pathway plan has influenced the planning and design in individual parks within the Township. In 2022, a trail development

plan was completed for Legacy Park, see page 45, and a pathway plan was developed for Coldwater Springs, Marv Gans

Community Park and the surrounding area. The Coldwater Springs, et. al, Plan (shown below) includes an inventory of the

existing pathways as well as proposed pathways throughout these areas.

} Total New Paﬂll k

(J\(grthvil_le
Yiichigan

Non-motorized Plan

2023 City of Northville Non-Motorized Plan

Legend
Existing Pathways
mees - Proposed Pathways

Non-Motorized Transportation

In 2023, the City of Northville adopted a new non-motorized
transportation plan. This plan serves as an update to the 2013
Non-Motorized Plan. The plan’s primary purpose is to improve
conditions in the near-term for people who walk, bicycle, or travel
using micromobility (small, low-speed, electric-powered devices).

0
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Riverwalk Vision

Plans are being implemented to establish
a riverwalk along the Rouge River, including
daylighting a portion of the river that has been
enclosed and redeveloping former institutional
lands.

In November 2020, Northville City Council
formed the Northville Middle Rouge River
Restoration Task Force (RRTF) whose charge
was to create a plan to restore the ecological
health of the City’s waterways while improving
public access and recreation. Over the course of
the ensuing year, the RRTF developed a River
Restoration Framework Plan that outlined
a long-term plan for restoring the branch of
the Rouge River that runs through the City of
Northville and developing a public riverwalk.

The riverwalk vision exemplified Northville’s
aspirations for the future. It connects parks
and destinations across the City, joining Hines
Park trail in the south and positioning the City
for a connection to the 1-275 Metro Trail and
the Great Lake-to-Lake Trail in the northeast.
Embracing this long-term vision will require
dedication, commitment, and adaptability
from all stakeholders as it is a challenging route,
constrained by availability of rights-of-way,
cost-intensive infrastructure, environmental
and political constraints, and coordination with
external organizations.

City of Northville

.+ ‘== Network Arterial Shared

N Ely D

Riverwalk Vision
Mobility Network, Winter 2024

Legend:

—=o Fast Bike Route

== Riverwalk Shared Path S
== CtR/Twp/City Shared -

1§ kn,

=== Connector Shared
= New Local Standard
==== Informal Byway or Trail
=== Shared Shoulder Lane
= Dedicated Bike Lane
- -~ Seeking Alternatives

Graze 51
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Central to the Riverwalk Vision is the Downs development
project. The transformative nature of the racetrack re-
development has provided the City of Northville with
a historic opportunity to begin implementation of the
Riverwalk Vision and pursue additional trail connectivity
along 7 Mile.

The Downs project will be funding the development of two
parks, Northville River Park and Central Park, as well as a
key segment of Riverwalk pathway along the north side
of 7 Mile Road. The Downs project provided an impetus
to pursue funding to construct a round-about at Center
St. and 7 Mile which will include pedestrian crossing
improvements to connect from the City of Northville to
the Hines Park Trail and Hines Drive Parkway. Integration
of the 7 Mile Road intersections into the Riverwalk Vision
eliminates barriers to pedestrians, enhances access to
existing facilities, and opens future opportunities.

1 o | s x ¥ i

The Seven Mile ‘Parkway,
well realized and connected,
completes a fitting crown
for the entire Hines Drive

200100 0

Legend:
—eri- Marthille City Parks
Fast Bike Route
e Riverwalk Shared Path
—— CIRTwpiCity Shared

e Mt vt Arterial Shaned

—— Connector Shared

—— New Local Standard

—— Informal Byway or Trasl

= Shared Shoulder Lane
1| Dedicated Bilee Lang

Hines Par,

Looking southward, the vision sees a composite of new Northville
River Park with existing Northville Recreation Area and beginnings
of the rolling woodlands of Hines Park. The roadway bisecting it
serves both commuters and visitors passing through in their cars,
while encouraging all manner of non-motorized recreation, thus
providing all users a safe and especially pleasant way to traverse
the southern part of town.

This fully realized vison links key park elements into a seamless
walkable network of neighborhoods, dining, entertainment, and
commerce that is Northville’s singular strength to be enjoyed by
both residents and visitors from throughout the region.

N
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This Page Intentionally Left Blank
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5 - The Planning Process

The 2024-2028 Northville Commmunity Parks and Recreation Master Plan was developed over the course of 2023. The plan
development process began with an initial orientation meeting with the Parks and Recreation Interim Director, Debra Bilbrey-
Honsowetz, and the Parks & Facilities Superintendent, Nathan Reilly to establish study parameters and planning direction.
Information was collected and analyzed related to Northville’s current demographics, budgets and revenues and past planning
efforts were reviewed. Percieved initial priorities were defined and a physical inventory of the department’s park properties was
completed by the consultant.

An extensive public input process was developed and implemented as described below. That information was synthesized
with the data that had been gathered and proposed goals and objectives developed. The goals and objectives were refined
through assigning priorities and phasing, as well as consideration of estimates of probable cost and development of the Capital
Improvements Schedule. Subsequent refinement of the plan was performed through various discussions with Township and
City representatives, public comment, and investigation of funding strategies and sources.

An effective means of obtaining public input is critical for the development of a five-year parks and recreation master plan.
Public input is also required by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources’ “Guidelines for the Development of Community
Park, Recreation Open Space and Greenway Plans.” For Northvilles’s plan, several means of gaining input were used, including:

Online opinion survey

Public input meetings - June 2023-August 2023

Public hearing, Charter Township of Northville - January 18, 2023

Public hearing, City of Northville - January 18, 2023

One Month Review Period - Posted on December 8, 2023

Summaries of the public input activities are given below. A full compilation of all survey results, input, and public comments is
contained in the Appendix.
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Public Input Meetings

Public input was sought by conducting several meetings and
dropping in on community events. The first input session was
held with Northville High School students on June 6, 2023. The
consultant attended two (2) Farmers Market events on July 27,
2023 and August 3, 2023, asking for input from attendees and
directing them to the online opinion survey. The consultant
also attended a “Tunes on Tuesday” public event on July 11,
2023 at the Town Square bandshell.

A formal public input meeting was held August 3, 2023 at the
Northville Commmunity Center, 303 W Main Street from 3-7 pm.
Attendees were asked to provide input on the parks, recreation,
and programming currently available, as well as indicating what
they see as important development or programming projects
for the future. Comments were recorded as meeting notes and
are included in the Appendix of this document.

Staff Meeting

A meeting with the Parks and Recreation Department staff
on August 31, 2023 yielded additional input and insight from
program and maintenance staff as to what they see happening
within the park system.

Public Hearing

Public hearings were held during the January 18 regular
Northville Township Board meeting and during the January 18
regularly scheduled City of Northville City Council meeting.

#
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Online Opinion Survey
At the initial stage of the planning process, an online survey was developed to gauge public opinion on the future of Northville’s
Parks and Recreation facilities and programming.

The online survey was conducted using the web-based “Survey Monkey” application. The survey was placed online 5/25/2023
and was closed 11/1/2023. It was publicized in the local newspaper, on the Township’s website and through a series of email

blasts to known groups and local organizations.

A total of 2,505 responses were received for the online survey. Details of responses are shown in the Appendix.

5-Year Community Parks & Recreation Plan
and Legacy Park Master Plan

s
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Examples of the business cards that were handed out and yard signs that

were placed around the community to advertise the opinion survey
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6 - Goals and Objectives

In the broadest sense, a Parks and Recreation Plan should offer the community a series of guidelines or recommendations for
making consistent and rational public decisions regarding the delivery of recreation programs and facilities. Goals and objectives,
in the context of recreation and park planning, should be the guiding influence determining the nature and extent of future park
acquisition, development, administrative, and programming actions. They should be idealistic to the extent that they provide a
desirable condition to strive towards and be ready for opportunities that may not be evident today such as new grant programs,
benefactors, donations, etc. that present themselves. However, the goals must be tempered by the recognition of financial,
social, physical, and political realities in order to be achievable. Successful policy should further recognize the evaluation of the
community’s recreation system, and the relationship of this system to relevant demographic characteristics.

Goals should be broad, address general needs, and establish the basis for setting specific programmed objectives. Objectives
are measurable results that Northville Parks and Recreation can work toward accomplishing. Both goals and objectives offer
policy direction and the framework for recreation providers. The following goals and objectives reflect the community’s short and
long-term recreation needs identified in the previous chapters. Specific methods for achieving these goals are described in the
Action Program and Capital Improvement Plan in the following section.

To provide a guideline for decision making, the Parks and Recreation Department has developed a mission statement and a list
of goals, objectives and action steps. Together, these express a unified vision for future investments, projects, and other efforts.

The Northville Parks and Recreation Commission is dedicated to providing quality recreation experiences that
encourage healthy lifestyles, enhance social and community development and cultivate lifelong enrichment
opportunities for all ages on a year-round basis, while striving to be good stewards of our natural resources.

The following goals and objectives are intended to provide an operational framework for future decisions related to provision of
parks and recreation for the Northville Community. These goals and objectives should be reviewed annually and modified as
necessary.
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6 - Goals and Objectives

Goal #1: Create a Sense of Community and Belonging

The Northville Community is a unique place. An older, developed City and a growing, and now mostly developed Township share
one school district and many resources successfully. Strong volunteer efforts enrich the community, such as youth sports league
administration, commissions, planning efforts, and historical and natural resource preservation efforts. Multiple organizations
and agencies work together collaboratively to create a strong sense of one, made stronger by the partnerships, trust and
communication with stakeholders and elected officials.

Objectives:
Collaborate with commmunity organizations, agencies, civic groups, and businesses to provide community festivals, functions,
and events.
Provide volunteer opportunities in program delivery and improvement projects.
Explore opportunities with Wayne County, Oakland County, Michigan State Parks, and other local jurisdictions to jointly
provide desired programs and services, while minimizing duplication and competition between agencies.
Recruit civic and business organizations to assist with park improvement projects.
Develop inclusive recreational programs and facilities to ensure accessibility for individuals of all ages, abilities, and
backgrounds.

Goal #2: Maintain and enhance parks and amenities to provide clean, functional, safe, and

attractive environments.
High quality and well-maintained parks and facilities are important to the Northville community. Safe parks and facilities are
also critical, as is beautification. It is essential that public parks reflect the same values the Northville residents exhibit.

Objectives:
Evaluate and improve universal accessibility at all parks.
Maintain and update existing park equipment and amenities as needed, including playground equipment, hard pavement
surfaces, and landscaped areas.
Study the need for a multi-use outdoor community gathering area that serves as a venue for concerts, festivals, art and other
cultural programming.
Promote the inclusion of green space, trail connections, recreation amenities, etc. as new developments are planned.
Monitor the use of athletic fields and facilities to determine additional needs.
Coordinate efforts with the Johnson Creek Preservation Group for opportunities to preserve open space and provide public
access along the Johnson Creek.
Coordinate efforts wit hthe River Restoration Task Force, the Friends of the Rouge, and the Alliance of Rouge Communities
to enhance riverbank stabilization and public access to develop a continuous riverwalk along the Rouge River and Johnson
Creek.
Analyze park maintenance operations and implement plans to most efficiently maintain the parks using full-time, part-
time, and seasonal staff, and contractual services.
Develop a comprehensive annual park maintenance plan.
Implement a broad-based training program for all park maintenance staff.
Utilize technology to enhance park experiences, including apps for virtual tours and interactive maps.
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6 - Goals and Objectives

Goal #3: Provide diverse, quality recreation facilities and programs that meet the needs and

interests of the community.

Northville has an active resident base who embrace a wide variety of healthy recreational activities. There is also a changing
demographic within the community reflecting a growing older adult population and a more diverse cultural population,
who indicate recreation opportunities are important to their quality of life. In addition, Northville residents celebrate their
community with a variety of family-oriented festivals and events.

Objectives:
Provide recreational opportunities that promote and encourage healthy lifestyles for all ages.
Increase programs and services to active older adults that provide social, health & wellness, travel, and lifelong learning
options.
Increase programs that reflect the changing trends and cultural diversity within the community.
Create recreation opportunities that go beyond the traditional team sports, such as individual sporting pursuits, pickleball,
fitness training, enrichment, environmental education, cultural, and multi-generational programs.
Continue to maximize programming opportunities within the shared Northville Public Schools facilities.
Evaluate and improve universal accessibility at all recreation facilities.

Goal #4: Manage efficient administrative and operational systems within the Parks and

Recreation Department.

Delivering the gold standard of customer service is a necessity in order to remain competitive in providing leisure services,
especially since 50% of the department’s operational budget is generated through program and facility fees & charges,
along with grants and donations. Providing high value programs, services, and experiences in a customer friendly way is also
expected.

Objectives:
Recruit and train team members who understand and appreciate the importance of giving high quality customer service,
and who share the values for providing programs and services that meet the needs and expectations of the community.
Provide ongoing staff training in customer service and operational procedures.
Expand web-based marketing efforts, with less reliance on printed materials, to conveniently inform residents of programs,
facilities, and services.
Review Parks and Recreation Master Plan annually, and update as needed, to establish priorities and ensure alignment with
the CIP.
Develop policies and procedures that clearly outline the Commission’s philosophy on parks, programs, facilities, and services
to the customers and staff members, i.e. Park and Facility Use Policies, Fees & Charges Policies, Park and Facility Rental
Policies.
Secure Commission for Accreditation of Parks and Recreation Agencies (CAPRA) accreditation. To be recognized by the
National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) for their high standards and best practices. CAPRA accreditation is the
only national accreditation for parks and recreation agencies and is a valuable measure of an agency’s overall quality of
operation, management and service to the community.
Create a unified GIS mapping system of existing parks for maintenance and future capital improvements.
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6 - Goals and Objectives

Goal #5: Expand multi-modal transportation connections between parks, schools, community
facilities, shopping districts, and historical sites to provide access for residents.

Objectives:
Support the Northville Township Pathways Plan.
Support the City of Northville Non-Motorized Plan.
Collaborate with Wayne County, Oakland County, and other communities on regional trail/pathway connections.
Collaborate with Wayne County in the planning for and implementation of the Connecting the Rouge Framework Plan.

Establish trail connections with the Bennett Arboretum Pathway, Hines Park, and the City of Northville Non-Motorized Trail

Plans.
Work with community stakeholders to daylight the Rouge River, which runs underneath Northville Downs.
Create an accessible route connecting downtown Northville from the street grid to Ford Field Park.

Work to establish a greenway along the Johnson Creek to encourage preservation, enhancement and an increased community

understanding of this important watershed.
Work to implement the Riverwalk Framework and Implementation Plan.

Goal #6: Meet the needs of the community with new or updated facilities and programs to
provide healthy life-styles year-round.

Objectives:
Study the need for indoor recreation ameneties and develop recomendations for meeting these needs.

Replace or upgrade outdated infrastructure such as; buildings, community centers, activity areas, and insufficient outdoor

facilities, to serve citizens, by offering programs that will meet their needs throughout the four seasons.

Potential facilities and programs to update may include: Public Services, New Community Center, Indoor recreation

programs, outdoor gardens, trails, physical fitness programs.
Identify a permanent location for the Northville Farmers Market and complete the market relocation.

Goal #7: Create and implement phased development of Legacy Park.
Objectives:

Create an updated master plan for Legacy Park based upon citizen input. (in process)
Work to implement the trail plan been developed by Kay-Linn Enterprises.

Work to plan for and implement the numerous oppurtunities for outdoor and indoor facilities within Legacy Park such as a

new community center and administration offices.
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6 - Goals and Objectives

Goal # 8: Enhance the biodiversity of habitats within the parks and waterways.

Objectives:
Establish a tree inventory and tree planting plan.
Create natural landscape buffers around sensitive habitats or features to support protection and preservation.
Develop a riverbank slope stabilization program for the river course.
Establish a woody debris management plan for log jam removal.
Conduct a hydrological evaluation of the Upper and Lower Mill Race Ponds and develop a program to stabilize channel flow
and reduce erosion and sedimentation.

Goal # 9: Implement the beginning phases of a Northville Riverwalk System as detailed in the
Northville River Restoration Framework Plan of January 2022

Objectives:
Daylight the section of the Rouge River that is encased under the Downs Racetrack through cooperative efforts with the
State, County, City and private developer landowners.
Create a continuous riverwalk along the Rouge River and Johnson Creek through cooperative agreements with public and
private landowners.
Update the engineered cost estimates of the projects outlined in the Framework Implementation Plan of 2022 annually.
Engineer solutions for safe interconnections of the Riverwalk through roadway intersections identified in the Northville
Mobility Network Study adopted by City Council Dec 2021
Continue annual surveys of existing outfalls and structures in the river that need to be removed or improved.

In addition to capital investments into the parks and recreation system, the Parks and Recreation Department must also maintain
the high quality of the system. The following items describe system-wide suggestions that should be coordinated each year.

Barrier Free Accessibility

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) has established guidelines to provide barrier-free accessibility at public facilities. It is
important to provide access to the Northville facilities according to these guidelines so that all residents can enjoy the facilities
regardless of ability level. As parks and facilities are improved and developed, a high priority must be placed on upgrades
that improve barrier-free accessibility with improvements to proper surfaces for wheelchairs, accessible picnic tables, and play
equipment that provides universal access. Providing access and resources for indivuals with other dissabilities such as those who
are neurodivergent or those who are blind or deaf is also paramount.

Branding

As the park system evolves and each park undergoes its own degree of improvements, it is important to clearly mark park
entrances and visually unify the parks, so residents are aware facilities they use are part of Northville’s park system. This can be
accomplished by a uniform set of design themes that symbolize Northville parks and are used in the design of lighting, benches,
signs, waste receptacles, bike racks, and other amenities.
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6 - Goals and Objectives

Pathway Connections

Northville has been committed to the development of pathways locally as well as regionally. The Parks and Recreation
Department, in cooperation with the Township Trustees, City Council, Wayne County Park Department, Northville School District
and several other supporting agencies, should continue to seek opportunities for planning, land acquisition, access easements,
and trail development to assist this effort within the community.

Natural Resource Inventory

As opportunities become available, the Parks and Recreation Department should analyze any critical natural areas in the
community through inventories and appropriate studies. This information is critical to prioritizing resources for the acquisition,
protection, and management of park natural areas.

Recreation Programming

The Northville Parks and Recreation Department is only one of several sources of recreation programming for community
residents. Schoolcraft College, State and County programs, volunteer youth sports organizations, private businesses, and other
groups offer leagues, services and programs all contribute to providing recreational services to the residents. To complement
these other resources, the Parks and Recreation Department should partner with these programs when appropriate.

Staffing
The Parks and Recreation Department needs to annually monitor staffing levels and office facility needs as needed for efficient
administration, operation, programming and maintenance of the parks and recreation system.

Park Promotion

The Parks and Recreation Department should use creative promotional approaches to increase awareness of the features
available at the various parks. Promotional ideas could include: park maps, park events and social media (i.e. Facebook, Twitter,
etc.). Increased awareness of the parks will increase appreciation and support for the park system and could also generate a spirit
of volunteerism with maintenance and development projects.

Fund Raising

Develop new and creative ways to raise funds for park improvements such as events, service projects and local fund raising.
Public Involvement
The Parks and Recreation Department should continue to solicit residents’ suggestions on planning, use, and improvement of

parks and programming. This can be accomplished with focus groups, public meetings, surveys, or through resident feedback
solicited at parks and recreation events.
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6 - Goals and Objectives

This Page Intentionally Left Blank
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7 - The Action Plan

The following action plan or “Capital Improvement Plan” (CIP) was developed based upon information gathered from public
input, interviews, demographic data, land use trends and efforts of adjacent communities. The plan covers the next five years.
These projects may be funded through grant sources such as those provided through the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources (MDNR) Land and Water Conservation Fund, Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund, Recreation Passport Grants,
Waterways Program Grants, Michigan Habitat Improvement Fund Program Grants, Invasive Species Grant Program, or Wildlife
Habitat Grant Program. There may also be grants available through private corporations, non-profit organizations, and other
state and federal agencies.

Please note: The capital improvements are listed in no particular order. The matrix provides a target year, the project

location, a description, an estimated range of likely costs, revenue sources, and goals. It is intended to be used as a
guideline for planning.

Northville Community Parks and Recreation Master Plan (2024-2028)

Cabbagetown Park 2025 Playground Improvements $100,000 Donation
Cady Street Dog Park 2026 Equipment Upgrades/Benches $20,000 Donations
Daylight river, develop 7.8 acre park though
2024 Development Agreement/Brownfield N/A Grant/Donation
Downs River Park Redevelopment Plan
2025 Mary Gilbert Log Cabin Welcome Center $250,000 Donations
2026 Historic Trail Markers w/ QR codes 49,000 Donations
Downs Central Park 2025 ig:/eeelcr)rs)e]ri acre park through a Development N/A Donations
2025 Pedestrain bridge and pathway $1,000,000 Grant
2027 Road crossing upgrades at Main Street $350,000 Grant
Ford Field Park East 2028 Trail amenities, seating areas, lights $400,000 Grant
Future Road crossing upgrades at Griswold $350,000 Grant
Future Natural area enhancements $100,000 Grant
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7 - The Action Plan

2024 Barrier Free Gateway and Slope Stabilization ~ $910,000 Grant
2024 Randolph Drain Serenity Point $700,000 iz:ﬁSpeoal
2024 Fort Griswold Play Structure $750,000 Grant/Donations
2025 Construct restrooms and entry plaza $500,000  Grant/Donations
2026 Construct stairs into park from Hutton Street  $300,000 Grant/Donations
. 2027 Pavilion at parking lot and gathering plaza $700,000 Grant/Donations
Ford Field Park West 2028 Expand/repave parking lot $700,000  Grant/Donations
Future Riverbank stabilization and river access points  $300,000 Grant/Donations
Future Pavilion and native garden at Serenity Point $300,000 Grant/Donations
Future Embankment stabilization and landscaping $1,500,000 Grant/Donations
Future Construct overlooks along Hutton Street $500,000 Grant/Donations
Future Drainage improvements $500,000 Grant/Donations
Future Nature Play area $600,000 Grant/Donations
2024 Soccer Ameneties $35,000 Eir:a?!fge/
Marv Gans Community 2025 Parking Lot and Drive Improvements $515,000 Park Millage
Park 2026 MGCP Pathway - VAN to 5 Mile $100,000 Park Millage
2027 Rewire Irrigation System and Components $40,000 Park Millage
2028 Park Amenities $100,000 Park Millage
Millenniurm Park 2027 Replace Play Structure $150,000 Park Millage
2028 Soccer Field Improvements $145,000 Park Millage
2024 Storm Water Management $228,800  Grant/Donations
Mill Race Village 2025 Relocate Barn $150,000 Grant/Donations
2026 Mill Race Village Green Initiative $70,000 Grant/Donations

Purchase property for trail construction and

Northville Riverwalk 2025 oublic access $1,000,000 Grant/Donations
Northville Farmers Market 2025 Land aqusition and clean up $2,750,000 Grant/Gen Fund
Park Identification Signs 2026 Allen Drive, Lot 375, Maplewood Park $15,000 Donations
Veteran’s Park 2027 Shelter or trails $60,000 Park Millage
2024 Replace Play Structure $125,000 Park Millage
Sheldon Road Park 2027 Sport Court $50,000 Park Millage
2028 OUtdoor Fitness Area $100,000 Park Millage
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7 - The Action Plan

Bennet Arboretum 2028 Pathway Boardwalk Repair $50,000 Park Millage
2026 Parking Lot Improvements $40,000 Park Millage
Coldwater Springs
2028 Boardwalk Repair/Replacement $150,000 Park Millage
2024 Trail Development - Phase 1 $252,500 Park Millage
2025 Trail Development - Phase 2 $1,515,000  Park Millage
2026 Trail Development - Phase 3 $650,000 Park Millage
2024 Ecological Restoration - Design $100,000 Park Millage
Legacy Park 2024-2025 EZii%;T' Restoration - Dangerous Tree $50,000  Park Millage
2024-2028 Ecological Restoration - Invasive Species $225,000 Park Millage
2027 Ecological Restoration - Forests and Wetlands  $840,000 Park Millage
2024-2028 Park Development - Amenities $1,000,000 Park Millage
2024 Park Development - Signage $225,000 Park Millage
2024 Develop New Park Master Plan $25,000 Park Millage
Fish Hatchery Park 2025 Storage Building with Electrical Service $25,000 Park Millage
2026 Resurface Tennis and Pickleball Courts $110,000 Park Millage
2024 Essential Services Complex - Construction $450,000 Park Millage
2024 Ezgz(iﬂz'n:g (S8 IS e $120,000  Park Millage
Buildings and Propert -
|mprov§ments e 2024 ﬁt;f:;'i’:tgs@ecm - Concrete $200,000  Park Millage
2024 Parks Building (Beck) - Carpet and FFE $300,000 Park Millage
2024 Legacy Park Building 14 Renovation $150,000 Park Millage
02 etem troughout the parks systern $25000 Ptk Milage
Overall Park System 2025 Signage Plan Implementation Phase 1 $50,000 Park Millage
2026 Signage Plan Implementation Phase 1 $50,000 Park Millage
2027 Signage Plan Implementation Phase 1 $50,000 Park Millage

**¥*THIS DOCUMENT IS A LONG RANGE PLANNING DOCUMENT THAT WILL CONTINUE TO EVOLVE AND IS REVIEWED ON AN ANNUAL BASIS.
ALL PROJECTS LISTED ARE SUBJECT TO THE AVAILABILITY OF FUNDING THROUGH GRANT SOURCES, PARK MILLAGE, TOTAL OF PRIVATE
DONATIONS AND THE GENERAL FUND AND THE APPROVAL OF THE TOWNSHIP AND CITY BOARDS.

*** NORTHVILLE WILL CONTINUE TO SEEK OUT OTHER SOURCES FOR FUNDING IN ADDITION TO THOSE LISTED ABOVE.
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Results of Online Opinion Survey AppCﬂChX

Q1 What is your age?
Answered: 2,496  Skipped: 9

Under 18
18-24
25-34
35-44
45-54
55-64

65+

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Under 18 13.26% 331
18-24 1.80% 45
25-34 6.69% 167
35-44 21.27% 531
45-54 21.23% 530
55-64 16.19% 404
65+ 19.55% 488
TOTAL 2,496
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Q2 What is your ethnicity?

Answered: 2,457  Skipped: 48

Black or
African...

Hispanic or
Latino

Asian or Asian
American

American
Indian or...

Native
Hawaiian or...

Another race I

| prefer not
to say.

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

ANSWER CHOICES

White

Black or African American

Hispanic or Latino

Asian or Asian American

American Indian or Alaska Native
Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander
Another race

| prefer not to say.

TOTAL

90% 100%

RESPONSES
77.45%

1.30%

1.79%

15.47%

0.33%

0.20%

3.05%

0.41%

1,903
32
a4

380

75
10

2,457
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Q3 Where do you live?

Answered: 2,499  Skipped: 6

City of
Northville

Northville
Township

Northville
School Distr...

Other (please
name localit...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

ANSWER CHOICES

City of Northville

Northville Township

Northville School District Resident (Non-City/Non-Township)

Other (please name locality, for example: Novi)

TOTAL

80%

90%

100%

RESPONSES
25.45%

60.94%

3.72%

9.88%

636
1,523
93
247

2,499
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Q4 Are you familiar with the previous planning effort for the Legacy Park
property titled "Twenty21: Seven Mile Road Property Master Plan" that
was completed in 20127

Comment Box

ANSWER CHOICES

Yes

No

Comment Box

TOTAL

0%

10%

20%

30%

Answered: 1,383

40%

Skipped: 1,122

50%

60% 70% 80%

RESPONSES
44.40%

55.60%

0.00%

90% 100%

614

769

1,383
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Q5 Please select your top 3 activities you would like to see in Legacy Park.

Answered: 1,383  Skipped: 1,122

Paths and
Trails

Playground(s)

Winter sports
activities

Water
activities

Adult fitness

Field sports

Court sports

Dog park

Passive
recreation...

Nature based
programming

Recreation
programming...

Other (please
specify)

°)
X

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

ANSWER CHOICES
Paths and Trails
Playground(s)

Winter sports activities
Water activities

Adult fitness

Field sports

Court sports

Dog park

Passive recreation (Drop in activities)
Nature based programming
Recreation programming (youth, adult, & senior)

Other (please specify)
Total Respondents: 1,383

80% 90% 100%

RESPONSES

73.75% 1,020
31.16% 431
24.80% 343
31.09% 430
21.26% 294
10.34% 143
27.33% 378
13.81% 191
13.96% 193
21.91% 303
23.43% 324
13.81% 191
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Q6 Are you aware of the Legacy Park Trail Development plan adopted in
October of 20227

Answered: 1,371  Skipped: 1,134
Yes _
ND _

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Yes 46.46% 637
No 53.54% 734
TOTAL 1,371
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Q7 What type of trail would you/your family use the most? Check all that
apply.

Answered: 1,378  Skipped: 1,127

Foot Path
(Trail mainl...

Paved bike
trails

Mountain bike
trails

Equestrian
Trail

Loop Trail

Out and Back
Trail

Point to Point
Trail

Nature Trail
(Trail that...

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Foot Path (Trail mainly for people on foot - hikers, runners, backpackers, etc.) 75.47% 1,040
Paved bike trails 45.86% 632
Mountain bike trails 19.74% 272
Equestrian Trail 0.80% 11
Loop Trail 1.67% 23
Out and Back Trail 1.09% 15
Point to Point Trail 0.87% 12
Nature Trail (Trail that showcases natural features - plants, animals, geology, etc.) 59.29% 817
Other (please specify) 2.90% 40

Total Respondents: 1,378
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Q8 Select up to 5 amenities/facilities you would like to see developed at

Sledding hill

Warming hut

Trailhead(s)

Community
center

Indoor pool

Outdoor pool

Fishing pond

Community
gardening

Art (sculpture)

Amphitheater

Picnic
Shelter/Pavi...

Concession
building

Open space

Dog park

Botanical
gardens

Picnic areas

Cross country
ski trails

Restroom
building(s)

Legacy Park.

Answered: 1,382  Skipped: 1,123

Featured
gateway...

Cornhole I
Pollinator
garden
Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

Indoor or
Outdoor pool...

Natural water
features (no...

Interpretive
signage

Outdoor Ice
Skating

Basketball
Courts

Pickleball
Courts

Sand Volleyball

Outdoor
Fitness/Cros...

Benches/Seating

Nature/Habitat
Restoration

Walking/Jogging
Paths

Baseball/Softba
Ll Fields

@©
<
>

Course/Pump...

Disc Golf

Football Field

Playground
Equipment

Soccer Fields
Tennis Courts

Cricket Pitch
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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Sledding hill 23.88% 330
Warming hut 9.12% 126
Trailhead(s) 20.55% 284
Community center 0.80% 11
Indoor pool 2.17% 30
Outdoor pool 3.47% 48
Fishing pond 15.27% 211
Community gardening 10.20% 141
Art (sculpture) 8.18% 113
Amphitheater 16.71% 231
Picnic Shelter/Pavilion (wedding, picnics, etc.) 24.53% 339
Concession building 6.15% 85
Open space 13.82% 191
Dog park 11.65% 161
Botanical gardens 22.14% 306
Picnic areas 16.50% 228
Cross country ski trails 12.74% 176
Restroom building(s) 49.93% 690
Featured gateway entrance 0.29% 4
Indoor or Outdoor pool, or Splash pad 35.96% 497
Natural water features (no swimming, wading, fishing) 12.23% 169
Interpretive signage 2.10% 29
Outdoor Ice Skating 21.27% 294
Basketball Courts 8.76% 121
Pickleball Courts 24.96% 345
Sand Volleyball 7.89% 109
Outdoor Fitness/Crossfit 6.73% 93
Benches/Seating 18.09% 250
Nature/Habitat Restoration 20.98% 290
Walking/Jogging Paths 45.73% 632
Baseball/Softball Fields 2.89% 40
BMX Course/Pump Track 2.24% 31
Disc Golf 3.76% 52
Football Field 1.16% 16
Playground Equipment 17.80% 246
Soccer Fields 4.56% 63
Tennis Courts 12.08% 167
Cricket Pitch 4.85% 67
Horseshoes 1.30% 18
Cornhole 3.69% 51
Pollinator garden 11.72% 162
Other (please specify) 6.30% 87

Total Respondents: 1,382
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Q9 How important do you feel public parks and recreational facilities are?

Answered: 1,914  Skipped: 591

Extremely
important

Somewhat
important
Neutral

Somewhat
unimportant

Extremely
unimportant

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

ANSWER CHOICES
Extremely important
Somewhat important
Neutral

Somewhat unimportant

Extremely unimportant

TOTAL

60% 70% 80%

RESPONSES
85.32%

12.54%

1.67%

0.21%

0.26%

90% 100%

1,633
240

32

1,914
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Q10 What are your top 5 priorities? Please select up to 5.

Answered: 1,905  Skipped: 600

Maintenance to
existing par...

Improvements
to existing...

New bike routes

New walking
paths

Maintaining
public open...

All age active
programming

Senior
learning/enr...

Maintenance of
existing...

Youth sports
programming

Individual
instruction/...

Senior travel
activities

Open indoor
activities...

Develop Legacy
Park

Health/Wellness

Other (please
specify)

o
X

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Maintenance to existing parks (Millennium, Community, Ford Field, etc.) 59.95% 1,142
Improvements to existing parks 52.76% 1,005
New bike routes 31.18% 594
New walking paths 48.77% 929
Maintaining public open space/natural areas 47.82% 911
All age active programming 28.35% 540
Senior learning/enrichment programming 9.45% 180
Maintenance of existing recreation facilities (Northville Community Center and/or Recreation Center at Hillside) 34.75% 662
Youth sports programming 25.09% 478
Individual instruction/enrichment programs (golf, dance) 11.02% 210
Senior travel activities 6.25% 119
Open indoor activities (volleyball, basketball) 17.32% 330
Develop Legacy Park 1.00% 19
Health/Wellness 26.56% 506
Other (please specify) 12.28% 234

Total Respondents: 1,905

0
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Q11 What is your favorite park or recreation facility? You may choose up
to 3.

Answered: 1,613  Skipped: 892

Cabbage Town
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Thayer's
Corner Natur...
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Northville
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Recreation
Center at...

Legacy Park

Other (please
specify)
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ANSWER CHOICES

Cabbage Town Park

Cady Street Dog Park

City Hall Open Space

Coldwater Springs/Linear Park

Fish Hatchery Park

Ford Field Park

Henningsen Park

Joe Denton Park

Marv Gans Community Park

Mill Race Village

Millennium Park

Sheldon Road Park

Thayer's Corner Nature Area

Town Square (Bandshell)

Veteran's Memorial Park

Northville Community Center (NCC)
Recreation Center at Hillside (RCH)
Legacy Park

Other (please specify)
Total Respondents: 1,613

RESPONSES

6.51% 105
4.46% 72
0.00% 0
4.59% 74
29.08% 469
60.88% 982
1.86% 30
1.05% 17
14.26% 230
0.00% 0
28.89% 466
6.70% 108
10.04% 162
0.00% 0
1.55% 25
25.23% 407
11.59% 187
18.10% 292
9.18% 148
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Q12 Why did you choose those 3 parks/facilities.

Answered: 1,577  Skipped: 928

Accessibility
- Easy access

Facilities
offered

Programs
offered

The park is
close to my...

There are
special...

Other (please -

specify)
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ANSWER CHOICES

Accessibility - Easy access
Facilities offered

Programs offered

The park is close to my house
There are special activities offered

Other (please specify)
Total Respondents: 1,577

80% 90% 100%

RESPONSES
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21.88%

54.09%

12.68%
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Q13 What new park and recreation amenities/facilities would you like to

Art/Sculptures

Benches/Seating

Nature/Habitat

Restoration

Picnic
Shelter/Pavi...

Walking/Jogging
Paths

Baseball/Softba
Ll Fields
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@
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>
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Disc Golf
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Horseshoes
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Outdoor
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Soccer Fields

Tennis Courts

Cricket Pitch

Answered: 1,679

Skipped: 826
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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Art/Sculptures 13.64% 229
Benches/Seating 29.66% 498
Nature/Habitat Restoration 38.59% 648
Picnic Shelter/Pavilion 25.07% 421
Walking/Jogging Paths 54.26% 911
Baseball/Softball Fields 3.93% 66
Basketball Courts 7.92% 133
BMX Course/Pump Track 3.34% 56
Disc Golf 4.41% 74
Football Field 0.66% 11
Horseshoes 2.44% 41
Cornhole 5.60% 94
Outdoor Fitness Equipment 12.03% 202
Pickleball Courts (Indoor or Outdoor) 29.30% 492
Playground Equipment 23.29% 391
Soccer Fields 4.82% 81
Tennis Courts 13.22% 222
Cricket Pitch 4.35% 73
Riverwalk Connectivity 32.70% 549
Badminton 5.18% 87
Non-Motorized Pathways 21.68% 364
Sand Volleyball 6.49% 109
Outdoor Swimming Pool 0.00% 0
Aquatic Center (Indoor or Outdoor) 0.00% 0
Indoor or Outdoor pool, or Splash Pad 34.96% 587
Multi-Use Sport Courts 9.83% 165
Indoor Multi-Use Facility (Volleyball, Baseball, Soccer, Lacrosse) 8.87% 149
Lacrosse Fields 1.37% 23
Sledding 18.17% 305
Outdoor Skating 23.59% 396
Other Winter Amenities 13.64% 229
Community Center 11.97% 201
ot Hesponaente: 1679 11.08% 186
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Q14 What new or expanded recreation activities should be offered?
Organized programming such as enrichment classes, sports leagues,

summer camps; or, Drop in programming (open activities) such as

pickleball, volleyball, badminton, basketball, table tennis, or walking?

Answered: 1,562  Skipped: 943

None of the
above

Senior
Enrichment

Learning/enrich
ment

Competitive
youth sports

Instructional
youth sports

Adult]
sports/leagues

Travel
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Indoor sports
for all ages

Organized
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Drop-In
Programming...

Other (please
specify)
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Indoor sports for all ages
Organized Programming
Drop-In Programming (Open activities)

Other (please specify)

Total Respondents: 1,562

80%

RESPONSES
6.08%

25.80%

30.86%

21.25%

30.09%

29.96%

15.04%

30.99%

19.08%

40.85%

6.79%

NopRThvI

90% 100%

95

403

482

332

470

468

235

484

638

106

o
LLE

XViii

N

PARKS & RECREATION



Q15 How satisfied are you with the senior programs at the Northville
Community Center? Slide the bar, or enter a number in the box.

Answered: 1,430  Skipped: 1,075

ANSWER CHOICES AVERAGE NUMBER TOTAL NUMBER RESPONSES
52 74,759 1,430
Total Respondents: 1,430

Q16 How satisfied are you with the programs at Hillside Community
Center? Slide the bar, or enter a number in the box.

Answered: 1,380  Skipped: 1,125

ANSWER CHOICES AVERAGE NUMBER TOTAL NUMBER RESPONSES
52 71,348 1,380
Total Respondents: 1,380
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Q17 What types of programs would you like added to the Community
Center schedule(s)?

Answered: 426  Skipped: 2,079
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Q18 Would you be willing to pay a membership fee for more robust Senior
service offerings?

Answered: 1,409  Skipped: 1,096
Yes _
ND _

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Yes 49.40% 696
No 50.60% 713
TOTAL 1,409
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Q19 If you are willing to pay a membership fee for Senior Community
Center programming, what is an amount you would pay?

Answered: 855  Skipped: 1,650

$50
$75

$100

Other amount
(please...

2 _
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ANSWER CHOICES
$25

$50

$75

$100

Other amount (please specify)

Total Respondents: 855

80% 90% 100%

RESPONSES
45.50% 389
27.37% 234
3.86% 33
10.41% 89
18.71% 160
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Q20 What else would you like to tell us about the recreation programs
being offered at the two community centers?

Answered: 252  Skipped: 2,253
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Q21 Northville Parks and Recreation strives to provide access and
facilities for all residents, including people of all abilities, race, gender,
language, and beliefs. If there are any portions of the population that you
feel may be underserved, what facilities or considerations could Northville
Parks and Recreation add to enhance the parks and recreation experience
for those individuals?

Answered: 753  Skipped: 1,752

Improve
accessibilit...

Offer
specialized...

Offer
specialized...

Provide
transportation

Improve
communicatio...

Other - Please
specify othe...
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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Improve accessibility (ADA) 36.25% 273
Offer specialized programs 31.34% 236
Offer specialized facilities 17.80% 134
Provide transportation 25.63% 193
Improve communication options 35.86% 270
Other - Please specify other options that could be offered to improve the situation. 12.35% 93

Total Respondents: 753

N
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Q22 Please check all the reasons below that prevent you, or household
members, from using parks, recreation facilities, and programs offered.

Answered: 1,623  Skipped: 882
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s are not we...

Facilities/park
s do not hav...

Insufficient
security

Lack of
interesting...

Too far from
home

Program fees
are too high

Program times
are not...

Use
facilities/p...

I do not know
locations of...

I do not know
what is bein...

Registration
for programs...

Not enough time

Facilities/park
s are too...

I/we use parks
regularly

I/we
participate ...

I/we are not
interested i...

Other - Please
specify reas...

0% 10% 20% 30%  40%  50% 60% 70% 80%  90% 100%

Community Parks and Recreation Master Plan, 2024-2028 XXV



ANSWER CHOICES

Facilities/parks are not well maintained
Facilities/parks do not have the right equipment
Insufficient security

Lack of interesting programs

Too far from home

Program fees are too high

Program times are not convenient

Use facilities/parks in other communities
| do not know locations of parks

| do not know what is being offered
Registration for programs is difficult

Not enough time

Facilities/parks are too busy/crowded
I/we use parks regularly

I/we participate in programs regularly

I/we are not interested in using parks/participating in programs

RESPONSES
11.89% 193

15.40% 250

3.51% 57

23.48% 381

9.55% 155

6.96% 113

13.99% 227

12.51% 203

14.42% 234

31.79% 516

4.19% 68

18.42% 299

6.28% 102

31.24% 507

10.66% 173

1.48% 24

Other - Please specify reason for not using parks and recreation facilities, OR, which non-Northville park you do visit. 13.99% = 227

Total Respondents: 1,623
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Q23 What form of communication would you prefer to learn about park
locations, activities, and/or special events?

Answered: 1,571  Skipped: 934
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ANSWER CHOICES

Northville Township's website
Social media

E-mails

Direct mail

Newspaper

City of Northville's website
Parks and Recreation's website
All of the Above

Other (please specify)
Total Respondents: 1,571
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Appendix

Notice of 30 Day Public Comment

STATE OF MICHIGAN
County of Wayne

SS.

has been duly published in said newspaper at least !

successively, and that the first insertion therof was on the

D
of — ecember A.D., 20 22 and the last insertion on the
day of A.D.,20

———— Bl B B B B . —
? NSEAN ALLEN RHAESA Subscribed and sworn before me this 7th
otary Public - Michigan 4 Dec o
My Commission Expires Jan 16, 2029) o e : A-"leo z
Acting in the County of __Wayne |, T2 y i P
i — = = //:é <z - ..
B “—-—  Commission Expires

e Notary, Public Signature

Susan Willett

b;mg duly s.worn, deposes and says that he is one of the printers and publishers
0- the Asso.CIated Newspapers of Michigan, a newspaper printed, published and
circulated in the County of Wayne in said state, that the annexed printed notice

weeks

7th day

l—

__day of

01-16-2029

NORTHVILLE PARKS & RECREATION
775 N CENTER STREET, SUITE B
NORTHVILLE, MI 48167
PUBLIC NOTICE

THE NORTHVILLE PARKS and RECREATION DEPAR’
for public review and input for a period of 30 days prior to a City of Northville Pub
PM (215 W. Main Street, Northville, Ml, 48167), and a
at 7:00 PM (44405 Six Mile Road, Northville, MI, 4816
to residents at the Parks and Recreation offices at 775 N
at 215 W. Main Street, Northville, M), 48167; and Northville Township Hall Jocated at 4
northville mi.ug. Please call 248-349-0203 with any

received via email at recreation(@

Published: December 7, 2023

TMENT'S 5-Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan will be on display
Jic Hearing date of January 18, 2024, at 7:00
Charter Township of Northville Public Heariny date of fanuary 18,2024,
8). Beginning December §, 2023, the Plan will be located and available
Center St., Suite B, Northville, M1 48167; Northville City Hall located

48168; during normat business hours. The Plan can also be viewed online at www.northvilleparksandrec.org.

Cynthia L. Jankowski, Clerk

4405 Six Mile Road, Northville, MI,
drec.org. Comments will be

questions.

NT0227 - 120723 2.8 x2.909

S
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Appendix

MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF NORTHVILLE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

DATE: Thursday, January 18, 2024
TIME: 7:00 p.m.
PLACE: 44405 Six Mile Road

CALL TO ORDER: Supervisor Abbo called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

PRESENT: Mark Abbo, Supervisor Scott Frush, Trustee
Cynthia Jankowski, Clerk Mindy Herrmann, Trustee
Jason Rhines, Treasurer Roger Lundberg, Trustee

Christopher Roosen, Trustee
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

1. Agendas:

A. Regular Agenda and the Consent Agenda items
Motion by Trustee Lundberg to approve the regular agenda and approve the items listed
under the consent agenda, with the additional comment for the December 14" Special
Meeting minutes to identify when those agenda items were conducted, second by Clerk
Jankowski.

VOTE: AYES: Abbo, Jankowski, Rhines, Frush, Herrmann, Lundberg, Roosen
NAYS: None

Motion Approved

2. Appointments, Presentations, Resolutions & Announcements:

A. Resolution — Northville High School Boys’ Cross-Country Team
Motion by Trustee Herrmann to approve Resolution 2024-003 congratulating the
Northville High School Boys Cross Country team on an outstanding season, second by
Trustee Frush.

VOTE: AYES: Abbo, Jankowski, Rhines, Frush, Herrmann, Lundberg, Roosen
NAYS: None

Motion Approved
B. Honor Resolution — Manager Todd Mutchler
Motion by Clerk Jankowski to honor and congratulate Todd Mutchler on his 36 years of

public safety service, second by Trustee Herrmann.

VOTE: AYES: Abbo, Jankowski, Rhines, Frush, Herrmann, Lundberg, Roosen
NAYS: None
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Motion Approved
C. Appointments — Historical District Commission — Robin Schileh
Motion by Trustee Frush to reappoint Robin Schileh to the Historic District Commission
with a new term to January 31, 2027, second by Trustee Herrmann.

VOTE: AYES: Abbo, Jankowski, Rhines, Frush, Herrmann, Lundberg, Roosen
NAYS: None

Motion Approved

D. Appointment — Planning Commission — Milan Gandhi, Tim Zawodny
Motion by Trustee Herrmann to reappoint Milan Gandhi and Tim Zawodny to the Planning
Commission with a new term to January 31, 2027, second by Clerk Jankowski.

VOTE: AYES: Abbo, Jankowski, Rhines, Frush, Herrmann, Lundberg, Roosen
NAYS: None

Motion Approved

E. Appointment — BRA/EDC — James Petrie
Motion by Trustee Roosen to reappoint James Petrie to the Economic Development
Corporation and Brownfield Redevelopment Authority with a new term to January 31,
2023, second by Clerk Jankowski.

VOTE: AYES: Abbo, Jankowski, Rhines, Frush, Herrmann, Lundberg, Roosen
NAYS: None

Motion Approved

F. Landfill Working Committee Report
e Presented by Leslie Evans

3. Public Hearing:

A. Parks & Recreation — Master Plan Adoption
Motion by Trustee Herrmann to open and conduct the public hearing for the Parks and
Recreation Master Plan Adoption at 7:32 p.m., second by Trustee Lundberg.

VOTE: AYES: Abbo, Jankowski, Rhines, Frush, Herrmann, Lundberg, Roosen
NAYS: None

Motion Approved

Moation by Clerk Jankowski to close the public hearing at 7:50 p.m., second by Treasurer
Rhines.

VOTE: AYES: Abbo, Jankowski, Rhines, Frush, Herrmann, Lundberg, Roosen
NAYS: None

éﬁ-
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Motion Approved
B. MITC Public Hearing
Motion by Trustee Lundberg to open and conduct the public hearing for MITC at 7:51
p.m., second by Trustee Frush.

VOTE: AYES: Abbo, Jankowski, Rhines, Frush, Herrmann, Lundberg, Roosen
NAYS: None

Motion Approved

Motion by Clerk Jankowski to close the public hearing at 7:54 p.m., second by Trustee
Herrmann.

VOTE: AYES: Abbo, Jankowski, Rhines, Frush, Herrmann, Lundberg, Roosen
NAYS: None

Motion Approved

4. Brief Public Comments:
e Two audience members advocated for a Seize Fire resolution to be
included at the February Board Meeting.
e One audience member asked for additional explanation when
discussing item 5.G. MDOT Permit — Camera Installation.

5. New Business:

A. MITC Public Hearing Decision
Motion by Trustee Lundberg to approve Resolution 2024-009 as presented during the
public hearing, second by Trustee Frush.

VOTE: AYES: Abbo, Jankowski, Rhines, Frush, Herrmann, Lundberg, Roosen
NAYS: None

Motion Approved

B. Parks & Recreation — Master Plan Adoption
Motion by Trustee Herrmann to introduce the attached resolution to adopt the 2024
Northville Community Parks & Recreation Master Plan as a guideline for improving parks
and recreation facilities, programs, and services for residents of the Northville Community
and set a public hearing to consider said resolution, second by Clerk Jankowski.

VOTE: AYES: Abbo, Jankowski, Rhines, Frush, Herrmann, Lundberg, Roosen
NAYS: None

Motion Approved
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C. Parks & Recreation — Vehicle Purchase/Asset Disposal
Motion by Trustee Herrmann and second by Treasurer Rhines to:

e Motion to approve the disposal of the 2008 Ford 250 with plow.

e Motion to approve the purchase of a 2024 Ford Maverick from Lunghamer Ford of
Owosso, Michigan, in an amount not to exceed $30,512.00.

e Motion to approve the purchase of a 2024 Ford F-350 with plow package from
Lunghamer Ford of Owosso, Michigan, in an amount no to exceed $60,036.00.

e Motion to approve the purchase of a 2024 Ford Explorer LXT from Lunghamer
Ford of Owosso, Michigan, in an amount not to exceed $39,827.00.

VOTE: AYES: Abbo, Jankowski, Rhines, Frush, Herrmann, Lundberg, Roosen
NAYS: None

Motion Approved

D. Public Services — Essential Services Complex Construction Sign
Motion by Trustee Herrmann to approve the design of the Temporary Construction Sign
for the future Essential Services Complex, contingent on Board comments, second by
Clerk Jankowski.

VOTE: AYES: Abbo, Jankowski, Rhines, Frush, Herrmann, Lundberg, Roosen
NAYS: None

Motion Approved

E. Public Services — Essential Services Complex Contract Amendment
Motion by Clerk Jankowski to authorize a contract amendment with Cunningham-Limp in
the amount of $1,061,000.00. This amendment will be for foundation construction of the
proposed Essential Services Complex building, second by Trustee Herrmann.

VOTE: AYES: Abbo, Jankowski, Rhines, Frush, Herrmann, Lundberg, Roosen
NAYS: None

Motion Approved
F. Public Services — Vehicle Purchase
Motion by Trustee Herrmann to approve the purchase of a 2024 Ford F-350 from
Lunghamer Ford of Owosso, Michigan for $58,465.00 using the MI-DEALS cooperative
purchasing agreement, second by Clerk Jankowski.

VOTE: AYES: Abbo, Jankowski, Rhines, Frush, Herrmann, Lundberg, Roosen
NAYS: None

Motion Approved

éﬁ-
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G. Public Safety — MDOT Permit — Camera Installation
Motion by Clerk Jankwoski to approve this proposed resolution and the accompanying
form provided by MDOT which requires a signature from the board which will authorize
either the Township Manager Todd Mutchler or Director of Public Safety Scott Hilden to
apply to MDOT for the necessary permit, second by Trustee Lundberg.

VOTE: AYES: Abbo, Jankowski, Rhines, Frush, Herrmann, Lundberg, Roosen
NAYS: None

Motion Approved
H. Finance — 2024 Township Fee Schedule
Motion by Clerk Jankowski to approve the 2024 Township Fee Schedule, second by

Trustee Herrmann.

VOTE: AYES: Abbo, Jankowski, Rhines, Frush, Herrmann, Lundberg, Roosen
NAYS: None

Motion Approved
l. Finance — Budget Amendment #1 — Improvement Revolving Fund
Motion by Trustee Herrmann to approve the resolution to establish the improvement
revolving fund and to approve Budget Amendment #2024-1: Transfer of $1.5MM from the
General Fund into the Improvement Revolving Fund, second by Trustee Lundberg.

VOTE: AYES: Abbo, Jankowski, Rhines, Frush, Herrmann, Lundberg, Roosen

NAYS: None
Motion Approved
6. Unfinished Business: None
7. Ordinances: None

8. Check Registry:
A. In the amount of $ 4,927,447.47 for the period of December 2, 2023 to
January 5, 2024.
Motion by Treasurer Rhines to approve the check registry in the amount of $4,927,447.47
for the period of December 2, 2023 to January 5, 2024, second by Trustee Frush.

VOTE: AYES: Abbo, Jankowski, Rhines, Frush, Herrmann, Lundberg, Roosen
NAYS: None
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Motion Approved

9. Board Communication & Reports:

A. Mark Abbo — reported that he had a meeting this week regarding the
township’s AAA bond rating and that he is very confident that the township will be able to
keep that rating. Northville Township and Northville City cohosted the CWW meeting last
week with a good turnout and discussion. Supervisor Abbo also had a meeting regarding
MITC; he hopes another purchase agreement may be presented to the Board at the
February meeting. He spoke about the Wayne County Narcan Program and informed
everyone that a site will be available within the township. Finally, the township is still
working with the city to purchase land for the Farmer's Market and plans will be
forthcoming.

B. Cynthia Jankowski — congratulated Deputy Clerk Katie Anderson on her
recertification as a Michigan Professional Municipal Clerk level three; she is one of 11
holding this certification level out of 1100 members. The Election Commission met and
approved the list of election inspectors for the February election, but we are still looking
for several inspectors to join our team. Clerk Jankowski reported that the Clerk’s Office
has been hard at work sending 12, 584 absent voter applications and processing 2,008
absent voter ballots; these ballots will be delivered to the post office on Monday, weather
pending. She informed the Board that NYN has services 1,513 program participants and
187 referrals for support last year alone. This group will be hosting the 9" Annual Parent
camp on February 3 for anyone interested. She also announced that Senior Services
would be holding their open house on January 29™, a Valentine’s luncheon on February
14" and a St. Patrick’s Day luncheon on March 6™,

C. Jason Rhines — congratulated Deputy Clerk Anderson on her recent
recertification. Treasurer Rhines reported that the Legacy Park Commission has given
their full trust to Director Smith in regards to passive recreation and the development of
Legacy Park. He also informed everyone that he bought new pickle ball paddles and looks
forward to using them soon. Finally, he advised the Board that he needs to see concrete
numbers before approving any other amendments or costs related to the ESC.

D. Scott Frush — reported that the Historic District Commission will meet next
Thursday and the Parks & Recreation Commission will meet next Wednesday. Trustee
Frush also congratulated the Finance/Budget Committee on the 4.2 million in interest
stating that this interest allows the township to do so much more with our budget.

E. Mindy Herrmann — reminded the Board and audience about the four areas
of pathway that are already set to be constructed and should be completed by spring of
2024. She reported that is it the Pathway Committee’s goal to continue these paths within
the next few years with the help of future Wayne County projects; the township has put in
for an additional pathways grant that could award the township $50,000 to further this
vision. Finally, the Planning Commission will meet on March 5" and the Parks &
Recreation Commission will meet next Wednesday.

F. Roger Lundberg — reported that the Legacy Park Committee will continue
to be engaged thru completion of the Legacy Park 5-year plan. Trustee Lundberg also
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attended the MTA renewable energy webinar regarding PA 233/234. Finally, he brought
forth a resolution for the U or M football team.

G. Christopher Roosen — reported that the Zoning Board of Appeals did not
have a meeting, but he did attend the Landfill Working Group meeting and the
Promotional Ceremony at the Fire Station. Finally, the Knights of Columbus will be hosting
an introduction to pickle ball on Friday, January 26".

H. Todd Mutchler — reported that three staff members graduated from the
Certified Public Manager Program: Chief Brent Siegel, Brad Lear and Bridget Renwick.
Manager Mutchler informed the Board that the coat rack in the lobby will be renovated
into a display case to showcase our accumulated success within the township. Finally, he
thanked the Board for the recognition and continued support.

10.  Any other business for the Board of Trustees:
Motion by Trustee Lundberg to approve a resolution honoring the U of M football team,
second by Treasurer Rhines.

VOTE: AYES: Abbo, Jankowski, Rhines, Frush, Herrmann, Lundberg, Roosen
NAYS: None

Motion Approved
11. ADJOURN:

Respectfully submitted:

Cynthia L. Jankowski, Clerk

Approved:
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Resolution to Adopt the 2024 Northville
Community Parks and Recreation Master Plan
RESOLUTION 2024-012

At a regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of Northville, held
on Thursday, January 18, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. at the Northville Township Hall, the following
information was offered:

WHEREAS, the Charter Township of Northville and the City of Northville have jointly
undertaken a planning process to determine the needs and desires of its residents for
recreation and parks facilities, programs and services during a five-year period covering
the years 2024 through 2028; and,

WHEREAS, the Charter Township of Northville and the City of Northville have entered
into this planning process collaboratively; and,

WHEREAS, the combined area of the aforementioned local units of government
constitutes the planning area; and,

WHEREAS, the governing bodies of the Charter Township of Northville and the City of
Northville intend to pass resolutions of adoption of the 2024 Northville Community Parks
and Recreation Master Plan; and,

WHEREAS, the Charter Township of Northville and the City of Northville began the
process of developing a Community Parks and Recreation Master Plan in accordance
with the most recent guidelines developed by the Department of Natural Resources and
made available to local communities; and,

WHEREAS, residents of the Charter Township of Northville and the City of Northville
were provided with a well-advertised opportunity during the development of the draft
plan to express opinions, ask questions and discuss all aspects of the parks and
recreation plan; and,

WHEREAS, the public was given a well-advertised opportunity and reasonable
accommaodations to review the draft plan for a period of at least 30 days; and,

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on Thursday, January 18, 2024 at Northville
Township Hall, 44405 Six Mile Road, Northville, Michigan; and Northville City Hall, 215
W. Main Street, Northville, Michigan to provide an opportunity for all residents of the
planning area to express opinions, ask questions and discuss all aspects of the parks
and recreation plan; and,

WHEREAS, the Charter Township of Northville and the City of Northville have
developed the plan as a guideline for improving park and recreation facilities, programs
and services for the community and,
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WHEREAS, after the public hearing, the Charter Township of Northville Board of
Trustees voted to adopt the 2024 Northville Community Parks and Recreation Master
Plan.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Charter Township of Northville hereby
adopts the 2024 Northville Community Parks and Recreation Master Plan as a guide for
improving parks and recreation facilities, programs and services for the Northville
community.

Motioned by: Trustee Herrmann
Supported by: Clerk Jankowski

AYES: Abbo, Jankowski, Rhines, Frush, Herrmann, Lundberg, Roosen
NAYS: None

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED:
I, Cynthia L. Jankowski, Clerk of the Charter Township of Northville, County
of Wayne, State of Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true
and complete copy of a resolution of action approved by the Board of
Trustees at their regular meeting held on January 18, 2024 at 44405 Six
Mile Road, Northville, Michigan 48168.

’/i /
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* Cynthia L. Jankowski, Clerk
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DRAFT

City of Northville
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
January 18, 2024

Mayor Turnbull called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:14:30 p.m. in the City of
Northville Municipal Building — Council Chambers, 215 W. Main Street, Northville, Michigan, 48167.

PRESENT: Mayor Brian Turnbull, Mayor Pro Tem Barbara Moroski-Browne,
Councilmembers John Carter, Andrew Krenz, and Laura Genitti.

ABSENT: None

ALSO PRESENT: City Manager George Lahanas, City Attorney Anthony Chubb, City Clerk Mike
Smith, Police Chief Alan Maciag, Special Projects Wendi Longpre, Housing
Director Jolyn Gismonde, Finance Director/Treasurer Sandi Wiktorowski, Fire
Chief Matt Samhat, and Greg Need special legal counsel.

There were 5 members of the public in Council Chambers and 17 members of the
public Via Zoom.

A statement was read informing those present that the City Council meeting is being live-streamed as a
hybrid meeting option for public participants and recorded for rebroadcast on the City’s website.
Members of the public may participate during the livestream as if physically present at the meeting. By
remaining at the meeting, consent is inferred by those present to have their voice and image recorded
and posted on the City’s website.

For the public participating virtually, it was explained how to raise your hand.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
CM 24-01-006 Motion to approve the agenda and consent agenda as presented

A. Approve City Council Minutes of:
- Closed Session of January 8, 2024
- Regular Meeting of January 8, 2024
B. Receive Bills List:
- Week of January 8, 2024
C. Receive Board and Commission Minutes: None
Receive Department Reports:
- Youth Network: De. 2023 & Year End
Board and Commission Appointments: None
Proposed Appointment of Auditing Firm / FY 2024-2026
Resolutions / March 2024 Board of Review
Resolution to Approve Policy and Guidelines for 2024 Poverty Exemptions
Proposed Rent Increase / Allen Terrace
Proposed Diligent Community Agreement

o
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City Council Regular Meeting — January 18, 2024 — Page 2 DRAFT

Motion by Moroski-Browne, Supported by Carter
Motion carried unanimously.

PRESENTATIONS: None
PUBLIC HEARING:

A. 2024 Northville Community Parks and Recreation Master Plan

BACKGROUND:

At the January 8, regular meeting, City Council received a presentation on the 2024 Northville
Community Parks and Recreation Master Plan covering the City of Northville and Northville
Township. The Master Plan assesses the needs of the community for Parks and Recreation
facilities, programs and services, and identifies the actions to be taken to improve and maintain
these facilities and services.

A 5-year Parks and Recreation Plan is required by the State of Michigan for communities to be
eligible for funds administered through the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR)
matching grant programs. The City of Northville has previously received four (4) grants from the
various MDNR programs totaling $606,304. These funds were leveraged with matching funds to
complete park improvements valued at over $800,000.

After the presentation, City Council set a public hearing for January 18 to receive community input
on the Plan and subsequent adoption.

ANALYSIS:

The final draft of the Northville Community Parks and Recreation Master Plan is attached
(Attachment A in the packet). Various edits have been incorporated in response to community
feedback on the draft Plan including:

e An assortment of grammatical and punctuation edits were completed throughout the
document.

e Additional reference was added related to Mill Race Village (pgs. 4, 25, 35, 70).

e The section Regional Settings, was re-worked for clarity and to provide additional detail
related to Northville’s regional significance and the Parks and Recreation Joint Services
Agreement (pg. 8).

e The budget table was updated (pg. 18).

e The park inventories for Ford Field Park East, Central Park and River Park were heavily
edited to conform to the format of the other park inventories in the Plan (pgs. 32, 46, 47).

e The section discussing national parkland standards was re-worked (pg. 49).

e Several objectives were added to Goal #2, #4 and #6 to address comments from the River
Restoration Task Force (pgs. 66 - 68).

e Two goals were added related to implementation of a riverwalk system, and nature and
the environment, as requested by the River Restoration Task Force (pg. 69).

e Chapter 4, Recreation Inventory, was re-worked to add additional detail related to
regional trail networks, connectivity, and the riverwalk vision, adding further emphasis to
recognize the importance of these item to the community (pgs. 51 - 57).

Community Parks and Recreation Master Plan, 2024-2028
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City Council Regular Meeting — January 18, 2024 - Page 3 DRAFT

RECOMMENDATION:

The MDNR requires 5-year Plans be adopted by the highest governing body of the community,
after a public hearing. Attached is a draft resolution to adopt the 2024 Northville Community
Parks and Recreation Master Plan as a guideline for improving parks and recreation services for
residents of the Northville community (Attachment B in the packet). It is recommended that City
Council conduct a public hearing to consider the draft Plan and pass the resolution during the
January 18, 2024 regular City Council meeting.

Council Comments:

Council extended gratitude to all of those involved in creating and presenting the Parks and
Recreation Master plan.

A commendation was made for a quick turnaround in a tight schedule to allow for the application
of grants by February 1% with this master plan.

Public Comments:

Mayor Turnbull opened the Public Hearing at 7:22 p.m.

Jennifer Luikart: 521 W Cady St. — Former Business director at Mill Race Village who served for
12 years. She spoke on the need to incorporate Mill Race Village into the plan, as a city park. The
village is, seemingly, viewed as a club and suffers in attendance and growth due to that thought
process. A suggestion was made to turn the village into a non-profit campus.

Via Zoom

Nancy Darga: 516 N. Center St — Spoke about the work of the River Taskforce who submitted over
3 pages of recommendations and 2 recommendations of additional goals while developing the
Master Plan. Spoke on the extensive collaboration effort that went on to create what has been
stated to be one of the best Master Plans in memory. Requested to see more melding of the
Township and City plans in the future. Additionally, a request was made to leverage projects
together when considering funding in the future.

Nancy Chiri: 661 W Main — Spoke on a need for more programming at Mill Race Village, and
requested that the Parks and Recreation department spearhead that effort.

Mayor Turnbull closed the Public Hearing at 7:30 p.m.

CM 24-01-007 Motion to approve the attached resolution adopting the 2024 Northville
Community Parks and Recreation Master Plan as a guideline for improving parks
and recreation facilities, programs, and services for residents of the Northville
community

Motion by Moroski-Browne, Supported by Carter
Motion carried unanimously.

PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS: None
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City Council Regular Meeting — January 18, 2024 — Page 4 DRAFT

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES: None

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None
NEW BUSINESS:

A. Request to enter closed session pursuant to Section 8 (1) (e) of the Open Meetings Act to consult
with the city’s attorney regarding trial or settlement strategy in connection with pending
litigation in the case of MainCentre Apartments LP, and Singh Il Limited Partnership v City of
Northville

CM 24-01-008 Motion to enter closed session pursuant to Section 8 (1) (e) of the Open Meetings
Act to consult with the city’s attorney regarding trial or settlement strategy in
connection with pending litigation in the case of MainCentre Apartments LP, and
Singh Il Limited Partnership v City of Northville

Motion by Moroski-Browne, Supported by Carter

Roll Call:

Carter —Yea Moroski-Browne - Yea
Genitti - Yea Turnbull - Yea

Krenz —Yea

Motion carried unanimously.
***Council entered closed session at 7:40 p.m. ***
CM 24-01-009 Motion to return to open session

Motion by Genitti, Supported by Carter

Roll Call:

Carter — Yea Moroski-Browne - Yea
Genitti — Yea Turnbull - Yea

Krenz —Yea

Motion carried unanimously.
***Council reconvened into open session at 7:52 p.m.***
CM 24-01-010 Motion to approve the facilitation term sheet agreement in the matter of
Maincentre apartments etc. vs. City of Northville that was discussed in closed

session

Motion by Krenz, Supported by Genitti

Roll Call:

Carter — Yea Moroski-Browne - Yea
Genitti - Yea Turnbull - Yea

Krenz —Yea

Motion carried unanimously.
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City Council Regular Meeting — January 18, 2024 — Page 5 DRAFT

COMMUNICATIONS:

A. Citizens Comments

Nancy Chiri: 661 W Main St — Asked why Citizens Comments have been moved to the end of
Council meetings. Previously, citizens have made requests for items to be moved from the
consent agenda to the regular agenda. Now, opportunities for citizen-requested changes to
the agenda are no longer available.

Mayor/Council Communications

Mayor Turnbull noted the strong turnout for the MLK Day event held at the Community
Center on Monday, January 15. He made note of the continued strong community support
that continues to persist in the City of Northville.

Councilmember Krenz noted an upcoming discussion of design standards to be set for
business. Also congratulated Paul DeBono who now chairs the Planning Commission, and
Mike Kelly who now chairs the Northville Youth Network. Noted approval to pursue a grant
from NPS; if approved, discussion will ensue on how Youth Network projects will intersect
with the grant.

Mayor Pro Tem Moroski-Browne commended the work of the DPW during the heavy winter
weather of the week.

Councilmember Carter noted the meeting of the sustainability team on Monday, January 22,
at 4:30 p.m. Additionally, noted an event that transpired on Wednesday, January 10%" in which
the Allen Terrace community adopted a family. Noted optimism for the upcoming year in
reflection of the newly stated strategic priorities.

City Manager Lahanas thanked the Council and staff for taking the time to discuss and
establish the updated strategic priorities. Additionally, Mr. Lahanas discussed the proposal of
contracting with Diligent Community to digitize the City’s minutes and agendas. Lahanas
noted that this process is part of the previously discussed Strategic Priorities and noted that
it will increase transparency and reduce waist with the reduction of printing of paper packets.

There being no other business to come before Council a motion was made for adjournment.

Motion to Adjourn by Moroski-Browne, Supported by Krenz
Motion carried unanimously.
Adjournment: 8:08 PM

Michael Smith, CMC

Brian P. Turnbull

Submitted for Approval: XX/XX/2024
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
COUNTIES OF OAKLAND AND WAYNE
CITY OF NORTHVILLE

CM 24-01-007 MOTION TO APPROVE THE ATTACHED RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 2024
NORTHVILLE COMMUNITY PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN AS A
GUIDELINE FOR IMPROVING PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES,
PROGRAMS, AND SERVICES FOR RESIDENTS OF THE NORTHVILLE
COMMUNITY

MOTION BY: Councilmember Moroski-Browne
SUPPORTED BY: Councilmember Carter

RESOLVED, to approve the resolution to adopt the 2024 Northville Community Parks and
Recreation Master Plan.

WHEREAS, the City of Northville and Northville Township have jointly undertaken a planning
process to determine the needs and desires of its residents for recreation and parks facilities,
programs and services during a five-year period covering the years 2024 through 2028; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Northville and Northville Township have entered into this planning process
collaboratively; and,

WHEREAS, the combined area of the aforementioned local units of government constitutes the
planning area; and,

WHEREAS, the governing bodies of the City of Northville and Northville Township intend to pass
resolutions of adoption of the 2024 Northville Community Parks and Recreation Master Plan;
and,

WHEREAS, the City of Northville and Northville Township began the process of developing a
Community Parks and Recreation Master Plan in accordance with the most recent guidelines
developed by the Department of Natural Resources and made available to local communities;
and,

WHEREAS, residents of the City of Northville and Northville Township were provided with a well-
advertised opportunity during the development of the draft plan to express opinions, ask
questions and discuss all aspects of the parks and recreation plan; and,

WHEREAS, the public was given a well-advertised opportunity and reasonable accommodations
to review the draft plan for a period of at least 30 days; and,
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WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on Thursday, January 18, 2024 at Northville City Hall, 215
W. Main Street, Northville, Michigan to provide an opportunity for all residents of the planning
area to express opinions, ask questions and discuss all aspects of the parks and recreation plan;
and,

WHEREAS, the City of Northville and Northville Township have developed the plan as a guideline
for improving park and recreation facilities, programs and services for the community; and,

WHEREAS, after the public hearing, the City of Northville City Council voted to adopt the 2024
Northville Community Parks and Recreation Master Plan.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Northville hereby adopts the 2024 Northville
Community Parks and Recreation Master Plan as a guide for improving parks and recreation
facilities, programs and services for the Northville community.

AYES: Carter, Genitti, Krenz, Moroski-Browne, Turnbull
NAYS: None

ABSENT: None

ABSTAINED: None

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

I, the undersigned, the duly qualified Clerk of the City of Northville, Oakland County, and Wayne
County, State of Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a
resolution adopted by the City of Northville City Council at a regular meeting held on the 18t day
of January 2024, of which the original resolution is on file in my office.

et f TR
Michael Smith, CMC

City Clerk
City of Northville, Michigan
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Landscape Architects and Planners.

wio LAP + CREATIVE

809 Center 5t, Suite 1 | Lansing, MI 48906 | info@lapinc.net | (ph) 517-485-5500 | (fax) 517-485-5576

January 29, 2024

Hassan Sheikh, Director

Wayne County Economic Development

600 Randolph St

Detroit, M| 48226 E-mail: hsheikh@waynecounty.com

RE: Northville Township and City of Northville — Community Parks and Recreation Master
Plan 2024-2028

Dear Mr. Sheikh,

Please find enclosed a copy of the Northville Township and City of Northville Community Parks
and Recreation Master Plan for 2024-2028. Landscape Architects and Planners, Inc. was hired
by the Northville Parks and Recreation Department to develop the recreation plan, therefore if
you have any questions, please contact us at (517) 202-7709 or Derek O. Smith, Director,

Northville Township Parks and Recreation at (248)305-2729.

Sincerely,

¢t =~

Robert Ford, President
Landscape Architect
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Landscape Architects and Planners.

809 Center St, Suite 1 | Lansing, MI 48906 | info@lapinc.net | (ph) 517-485-5500 | (fax) 517-485-5576

January 29, 2024

Amy O’Leary, Executive Director

Southeast Michigan Council of Governments

1001 Woodward Avenue, Suite 1400

Detroit, MI 48226-1904 E-mail: oleary@semcog.org

RE:  Northville Township and City of Northville — Community Parks and Recreation Master
Plan 2024-2028

Dear Ms. O’Leary,

Please find enclosed a copy of the Northville Township and City of Northville Community Parks
and Recreation Master Plan for 2024-2028. Landscape Architects and Planners, Inc. was hired
by the Northville Parks and Recreation Department to develop the recreation plan, therefore if
you have any questions, please contact us at (517) 202-7709 or Derek O. Smith, Director,
Northville Township Parks and Recreation at (248)305-2729.

Sincerely,

< Kot =~

Robert Ford, President
Landscape Architect
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Landscape Architects and Planners.

809 Center St, Suite 1 | Lansing, MI 48906 | info@lapinc.net | (ph) 517-485-5500 | (fax) 517-485-5576

January 29, 2024

Ryan Dividock, Supervisor, Planning, Zoning & Land Use

Oakland County

2100 Pontiac Lake Road, Building 41 West

Waterford, MI 48328 E-mail: dividockr@oakgov.com

RE:  Northville Township and City of Northville — Community Parks and Recreation Master
Plan 2024-2028

Dear Mr. Dividock,

Please find enclosed a copy of the Northville Township and City of Northville Community Parks
and Recreation Master Plan for 2024-2028. Landscape Architects and Planners, Inc. was hired
by the Northville Parks and Recreation Department to develop the recreation plan, therefore if
you have any questions, please contact us at (517) 202-7709 or Derek O. Smith, Director,
Northville Township Parks and Recreation at (248)305-2729.

Sincerely,

< Rt =7~

Robert Ford, President
Landscape Architect
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Robert Ford, LA, Project Manager, LAP Inc.
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